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Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The Minister
should limit the proviso to the manu-
facture of agricultural machinery and
should substitute * standard * for ** pre-
scribed.”” It would save the department
an immense amount of trouble.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No
good would be derived from the proposed
substitution of ‘‘standard” for “ pre-
seribed.”” The proviso was only intended
to apply to men engaged in the manufac-
ture of agricultural machinery. As it
did not seern to be quite clear he moved—

That the clause be postponed.

Hon. W. PATRICK: If the word
** provided ”’ were to be made to follow
on the word ' Australia’ the meaning
of the proviso would be made clear.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : With
the leave of the Committee he would
withdraw his motion to postpone the
cleuse and move to report progress.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

Progress reported.

BILL—LANDLORD AND TENANT.
In Committee.
Hon. M. L. Moss in charge of the
Bill.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment ;
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 9-18 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL—LOAX, £1,342,000.
Message.

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending a Bill authoris-
ing the raising of a sum of £1,342,000 by
loan for the construction of certain pub-
lic works and other purposes.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE DOCK,
EXPENDITURE.

Mr. SWAN (for Mr, Horan) asked the
Minister for Works: 1, What expenditure
has been ineurred up to date for profes-
sional and advisory services in connection
with the proposed dock at Fremantle? 2,
What amount has been expended in the
initiatory work of eonstructing the dock
named? 3, Is the work now being done
at Fremantle intended to form portion of
the scheme for the doek in question?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, £1,656 19s. 94. 2, £3,783. 3,
Yes.

QUESTION—FACTORY, ALLEGED
UNHEALTHY CONDITION.
Mr. HORAN asked the Premier: 1,

Has the Colonial Secretary’s Depariment
received any complaint regarding the al-
leged unhealthy condition of certain pre-
mises of Foy & Gibson’s in Hay-street? 2,
What action, if any, has been taken to
remedy the conditions eomplained of?
The PREMIER replied: 1. The only
complaint received was made by the hon.
member himself, 2, On receipt of the
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complaint an inspection was made by an
officer of the Central Board of Health, in
company with the Chief Inspector of the
Local Board of Health, as such a matter
comes within the jurisdietion of the latter
body, which has it in hand with a view to
causing the ventilation of the hoot depart-
ment to be hmproved. The inspeetor’s re-
port stated that the sanitary conveniences
were clean, well-kept, and well-venlilated.
The lhon. member was informed of this
faet on the 22nd ult. Further inspection
will continue to be made until the require-
ments of the local heard have been satis-
fied.

QUESTION—TUBERCULAR
STRAYING.

Mr. TROY (for Mr. Bath) asked the
Premier: 1, Has his attention been drawn
to the complaints made re cows, suffering
from tubereulosis, being permitted to
stray, thus menacing dairy herds? 2,
What action has been taken to prevent
this serious menace to the public health in
the metropolitan area? 3, If none, will
the Premier give immediate attention to
the matter, and thus obviate the possibil-
ity of our milk supply being made the
easy vehicle for the dissemination of
tubercular disease.

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2,
Stock inspectors ave always on the move
amongst the dairy herds, and whenever
the disease is deteeted the affected animal
is destroyed and the carcase burnt. Two
qualified veterinary surgeons devote prac-
tically the whole of their time to dairy
inspection in the metropolitan and sub-
urban distriets. 2, Answered by No. 2.

COWS,

PAPER PRESENTED,
By the Premier: Police Benefit Yund
—Statement of Accounts to Hith Jane,
1909.

FRIENDLY SOClETIES SELECT
COMMITTEE.
Report presented.
M. Daglish brought up the report of
the select committee appointed to inquire
into the administration of friendly

socichies.
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Report received, and ordered to he

printed.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
The PREMIER (Hon. N, J. Moore)
moved—

“That for the remainder of the Ses-
sion the Standing Orders be suspended
so far as lo enable Bills to be passed
through all stages in one day, and Mcs-
sages from the Legislative Council to
be taken inlo consideration on the day
on which they are received; alsa. so far
as to admit of the reporting and adopt-
ing of the Resolutions of the (‘ommit-
tees of Supply and of Ways and Means
on the day on which they have passed
those Commitices.”

AMr. HOLMAN: In moving a motion
of this sort the Premier should give the
House some explanation as to the neces-
sity for such drastic action. It was
usual when such motions were being
moved tn give the House an idea as io
whal bunsiness would be transacted. This
course should have been {followed on
this oceasion.  Seeing thai there were
some 36 Orders of the Day on the No-
tice Paper, and that there was still fur-
ther business to come down, the Premier
should have given an outline of what he
proposed. Surely the Premier did not
experct that this morion wounld be passed
without any information 'being vounech-
safed to members. For his part he (Mr.
Holman) bad no desire to see the session
strung out, but he would be iacking in
his duty if he failed to protest axainst
the passage of this motion without full
Ministerial explanation. The Premier
was smiling over the matter.

The Premier: I have heard you make
this speech before, you know,

Mr. HOLMAN: On the present ocea-
sion he had no desire to make a speech
at all, but merely to enter his protest
against the passage of the motion with-
oat any explanation from the Minister.
All he asked for was an indication of
what business the Premier proposed to
zo on with. He objected to the rushing
through of business in a slipshod manner.
Rather than scurry over a great deal of
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work he would prefer io see the more
important matters selected for cousidera-
tion in a proper manner, while the re-
mainder were allowed to go. Again, as
a malfer of courtesy the Premier should
have eonsulted the members of the Op-
position hefore bringing down such a
motion. If he thonght he econld foree
anything he liked through he wounld find
bhe was making a mistake.

The Premier: T have not taken that
stand.

Mr. HOLMAN: Perhaps net inten-
tionally, but the moving of such a motion
with the bare reading thereof made it ap-
pear that the Premier wished to take that
attitude; Tf the desired explanation was
given he (Mr. Holman} wonld be pre-
pared to assist in bringing the session to
a close. He had no desire to sit longer
than was necessary, and as a matler of
fact wonld not mind if the session closed
now. Members wonld he neglecting their
duty, however, if thev carried ihis motion
without knowing what business was to
he dealt with. The Constitution Aect
Amendment Rill shonld receive careful
-ecasideration.  On glancing down the
Notiece Paper wmembers would see that
very Inany imporfant measures were still
Lo be dealt with, and shounld not be rushed
through withont reeeiving thorough eon-
sideration. Al realised that when the
end of the session was approaching a
molion like this was necessary, but never
before in his recollection had bnsiness
been so baekward as it was this year.
[t would be unwise to suspend the Stand-
ing Orders to allow Bills to go through
all their stages in one day when there
were such important measures to be dealt
with. -

Mr. FOULKES: There were several
matters on the Notice Paper which were
questions of great interest. During the
last few days an important petition had
heen presented to the Chamber by the
publie servants of the State setting out
the various grievances they laboured
nnder. The Premier might inform mem-
bers whether he would give an oappor-
tunily for that petition to be considered.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier might
ontling what measures it was proposed
to ‘pass throngh all their stages in one

7

sitting. There were several Bills on the
Notice Papers whichb should not be dealt
with in that manner, such as for instance
the Constitution Act Amendment Bill.

The Premier: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition has arranged to adjourn the debate
on that.

Mr. Daglish: What is wrong with the
Bill, anyhow?

Mr. SCADDAN: The member for
Subiaco would find what was wrong with
it when he was in the Chair. At present
members hardly knew what it contained.
Then there were the Health and Licensing
Bills; and to push them through in one
sitting was absurd, Again, this year, there
was the procedure of pulting throngh im-
portant Railway Bills after the Standing
Orders had heen suspended. Imporiant
measures of that nature should not be
left so late in the session.

Mr. JACOBY : It was to be hoped the
Government were not going to be indueed
to place more important business on one
side in order to deal with the petition
from the public servants. There was the
Health Bill which urgently needed dealing
with, and it would be most unfortunate
if it were not given thorough econsidera-
tion this session. Matters of minor im-~
poriance should not be allowed tn take
precedence over important measures.

Mr. GEORGE: It was surprising to
hear the remarks of the member for Swan.
He (alked of matters of minor impori-
ance when the question he was referring
to was a petition put before this House
and signed by praectically every public ser-
vant of the State. Surely the member could
not have considered the position. No
doubt there were important ilems on the
Notice Paper which required attention,
and he took it that members would be pre-
pared to sit until they had done their duty
to the country, but they were nol going
to leave vut of consideration a petition
brought forward on behalf of the public
servants in order that certain grievances
might come under the review of members.
No matter whelher the petition came from
the salaried or wages staff we could not
ignore a matter presented in a way this
one had been. The Premier would doubt-
lesz be grateful to be given an opportun-
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" ity to state once and for all, without any
guestioning, what was the réal principle
guiding the Government in the steps they
had taken with regard (o the service. For
the member for Swan Lo come here and
talk about a matter affecting the liveli-
hood of 1,200 persons as a malter of
minor importance was ridiculous. Per-
haps that member’s own importance was
far more minor lo this State {han the
grievances of the publie servauts.

Mr. Jacoby: Any gutter-snipe could
use that language.

Mr. GEORGE: The wember for Swan
had hy inference ealled him a gutter-
snipe.  He would nof allow that to be
said of him by anyone whether inside or
outside the Chamher. The hon, memher
should withdraw,

Mr. JACOBY : The memher for Muw-
ray made an insulting remark, and the
retort was that any gutter-snipe conld nse
that language,

M. SPEAKER : Tbhat remwmrk
offensive, and must he withdrawn.

Mr. JACOBY: The member for Mus-
ray had made an insulting remark ahout
him (Mr, Jacoby).

Me. GEORGE: No insulting vemark
was made by him, il he would not allow
fhe member for Swan or anyone else to
apply sneh a terin to him as thai of gut-
ter-snipe.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the mewber for
Mwrray used words considered offensive
then he must withdraw; ecertainly the
member for Swan raust withdraw the re-
mark he made.

Mr. JACOBY : [If the mewmber for
Murray took exceplion to what he had
said he would withdraw,

The PREMIER: A forinight ago the
question of altering lhe days of silting
of the House aruse, and he theu ouilined
the measures he theught it would be ad-
visable to give vousideralion tu during the
halance of the session. If reference were
made to Hansard it would he seen that
he had said then that he iniended to in-
troduce the Constitution Aect Awmendment
Bill, and the Land and Income Tax Bill.
These measures had now been brought
down. It had not been his enstom since
ocenpying the position of Premier to

WaS
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force measures through the House, more
especially such a measure as had hesn re-
ferred ito hy the member for Ivanhoe,
namely, the amendment to the Constitu-
tion. He had intimaled to the leader of
the Opposition what the amendment to
the Constitution Aet wounld be, and that
gentleman said he was going to move the
adjournment of the debate. It would be
difficull to point vut all ihe measures that
would he dealt with, buf ihe first seven
Orders of the Day must be dealt with, and
also the three Railway Bills.

Mr. Holman: Why do you not bring
them down and give us a chanee?

The PREMIER : The Fngincec-in-
Chief wenl over the routes aguin last
week to obtain certain information, and
lie enly veturned on the previons day.
The Minister wonld Le in a position on
the following day lo introduce the three
Bills, So far as the Loan Bill was con-
cerned notice of that had now been given.
and he hoped also to bring down the
Loan Estimates. He proposed fo move
{he second reading of Lhe Loan Bill next
Tuesduy afterncon. He would endeav-
our lo give consideration {o the matter re-
ferred Lo hy the wmember for Claremont,
namely, the quesiion of the petition from
the public servants. He had been pre-
pared to discuss thal «uestion on iwo oc-
easions but unforiunately last week when
an opportnnity presented itself, on a
motion for a return asked for by the
member for Murray, the chanee did not
arise owing to the mution coming on so
early, and he had heen unable to give an
explanation in regard fo the motier. So
far as he was personally concerned, he
would like to have an opporiunity of sta-
ting the position the Government held
with regard to the public ~ervice. There
wortld be no objection later on to give
members an opportunity of discussing the
question. The main reason for submit-
ting the motion was that where there were
allerations and amendments coming from
the other place there was a great waste
of time if they could not be dealt with
forthwith. Unless the motion were car-
ried it would he necessary to reecive them
on one day, wove that they be taken into
congideration on another day and then the
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repoet of the committee had to be made
an Order of the Day for the following
sitting, and so on, and it wonld mean a
considerable amount of delay. Several
important amendments had heen made to
measures by the other place, there baving
been adterations to the Distriet Five Brig-
ades Bill and the Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Bill.
The sole reason for presenting the motion
was in the interests of business. There
would be ample opportunily given to dis-
cuss varions matters, Tt was to be hoped
members would not olyject to fhe motion
He had intimated o the leader of the
Oy.position on the previous day that he
proposed to move the motion, and Mr.
Bath said he did not see any objection to
the adoption of that course as there was
precedent for it. HMe hoped there wonld
be a possibility of eclosing on the 18th
December, but if business would nol per-
mit it some other day wounld he fixed. It
was usual 1o provide ab this stage of the
sitting that Goverment business shonld
take precedence over private members’
bnsiness. hut sueh a step had not heen
taken.

Mr. Seaddan: Will you do that hefore
next private members’ day?

The PREMIER: No. He connucnded
the motion to members.

Question put and passed.

BILL — CONSTITUTION
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
in moving the second reading said: The
amendment of the Constitution which it
is proposed to effect by this Bill is one
that T think will be received favourably,
not only by this House but by the Cham-
her which is more particularly affected.

Mr. Holman: You know it will he
thrown out.

The PREMIER: [ know nothing of
the kind; I have every hope that it will
he passed.

Mr. (YLoghlen: The majority of them
have expressed themselves against it.

The PREMIER : I have said more than
once that it was desirable to bring the
Uipper Chamber into closer tonch with the
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people and it was propused tu reduce the
franchise from a £23 to a €15 anoual
valee. With that end in view the matier
has been before the conntry for a ecou-
siderable time, and prior to the last gen-
eral cleetion a definite siaterent wax
made that in the event of this Govern-
ment being again retnrned to power, it
was their intention that the matter should
be dealt with at an early date. Tn ful-
filment of that pledge, which I am satis-
fied will he endorsed by the electors of
the State, 1 have the honour to submit
the proposal for the consideration of hom,
members of the Houxe, T may be criti-
cised for not giving the ITouse an oppor-
tunity of discussing this reform af an
earlier stage of the session, but T can
assure hon. members that the will has
not been wanting. It has been because
of the urzency of the measures that have
hitherto oceupied attention that 1 have
delayed bringing the measure dewn. Tn
1855 Responsible Government was aranted
to four of the Australian colonie~. The
movement was largely the ounleame of
ihe trouble in Canada in 1838 eausad hy
the old system of mwernment nader the
Crown. There were continunl conflicts
ngeurring between Lhe Governors and the
Houses of fthe Lewislalures which ualii-
mately enlminaied in a rehellion in Lower
Canada and grave anvest in the Upper
Provinee, Lord Durliuo was commis-
sioned to investigate this matter and he
advised a considerable extensien of the
powers and funetions of the Legislatures.
As far as Western Australia is roncerned,
Responsible Government was not eranted
until 1889, T dn not propuse at this
stage to vefer to the struggles of the set-
tlers in the days hefore Respounsible (fov-
ernment. From 1870 lo 1890 most of
the settlers in this State thought that that
privileze should he extended to them. and
in 1889 the Constitution was granted.
Under that Constitution the Governor
could summon to the Legislative Council
such persons to the number of fifteen as
lie might think fit, and fil! vacancies from
time {o time., By an amendment of the
Constitution in 1899, assented to on the
18th May, 1900, the qualifications for the
Council electors were altered. They
were: “A leral or equitable freehold es-
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tate sitnate in ihe eleetoral province of
the clear value of £100 sterling; a house-
holder within the Province, with eclear
anunal value of £25 sterling; leasehold
estate within the province of the clear
annnal value of £25 sterling; the holder
of a lease or iicense from the Crown with-
in the Provinee at a rental of not less
than £10 per annum; or if the name of
such person is on the electoral list of
any muricipality or road distriet within
the provinee in respeet of property of
the annual ratable value of not less than
£25.”7 Comparing the gualifications with
.those of the other Australian States we
find that in New South Wales and
Queensland the nominative prineiple still
continues. In the States in which the
elective principle has heen adopted we
find the franchise as follows:— Victoria®
a freeholder of land in the province rated
at not less than £10; z lessee of an un-
expired term originally created for not
less than five years, or the occupier of
property vated at not less than £15, or a
graduale of the British University, ma-
triculated siudents of the Melbonrne
University, qualified legal and medieal
practitioners, ministers of religion, eer-
tificated schoolmasters, and naval and
military officers. South Australia: the
occupier of a dwelling house of £17 ren-
tal; the registered proprictor of a Crown
lease on which are improvements o the
valne of at least £50 the property of
suck proprietor; the freehold estate in
possession situafed within the State of
the clear value of £50 above all charges
and epeumbrances affecting the same;
the leasehold estate in possession situate
within the Stafe of the clear annnal value
of £20, the lease having been dnly regis-
tered and baving three years to run at
the time of voting, or containing a clanse
authorising tbe lessee to hecowme the pur-
chaser; ministers of religion; the head
teacher of a school or college residing on
the premises belonginz to the college or
sehool; a postmaster or postmisiress re-
siding in a building msed in eonnection
with a post office; a stationmaster resid-
ing on premises belonging to the Govern-
meni; and every member of the poliee
force in charge of a police station. Tas-
menin: a Ffreehold estate of the annunal
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value of £10; the vceupier of property
of the annual value of £30; graduvates of
British Universities, legal and medical
practitioiters, and maval or military offi-
cers. This Bill reduces the capital value
of the freehold qualification from £100
to £50 and the leaseholders and house-
holders’ qualification is reduced to £15
per year. T apprehend that in the
opinion of some the franchize should
be still further enlarged beyond the
intention of this Bill; but these
measares of reform invariably proceed-
slowlv, and I have shown thai the fran-
chise as now proposed favourably com-
pares in point of liberality with the other
States ot the Commonwealth. It is not
necessary for me to weary hon. members
with the recapitnlalion of the argmments
for and against the Upper Chamber nor
do 1 think this is the time for doing so.
The Cuonstitutions of the various States
provide for a second chamber, the fune-’
tions of which are prineipally those of re-
view. The power of rejection is very sel-
dom exercised, although it is recognised
that the powers of each House are, 0 a
larse extent, co-equal. With regard to
onr second chamber, it is to a lavge extent
a vevising and suspending chamber. It
ean alter and it can rejeet Bills which it
may think that the Lower House has nol
given sufficient consideration 1o. That it
does not reject, excepting on rare occa-
stons is due not so much to any lack of
power hut larzely owing to lhe diseretion
of the members of that Chamber, Tt is
generally conceded Lhat the Upper House
should be the lhouse of rveview, where the
mare stable elements of population obtain
representation. In the Bill now before the
House it is proposed to reduee this quali-
fication so thai practically in effeet all,
irtespective ot class, who are permanently
settled in the State can obtain a voice in
the selection of a representative for the
Legislative Counecil of the State. The
elimination of the word “clear” before
“anuual value” will have the effect of giv-
ing each oceupier who pays six shillings
a week rent, a vote for the Couneil. The
most recent example in Australia of an
alteration in the franchise of the Upper
Honse was in the case of Svuth Australia
last vear. where after much ennfliet and
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as a result of a compromise it was de-
cided to reduce the qualification to £17 in-
stead of, I think, £25 which obtained pre-
vigusly. Having in view the larger rental
values ruling in this State, it will be seen
tbat the present proposal forms a con-
siderable reduction on what was adopted
last year in South Australia whieh has
ever been considered one of the most de-
mocratic of the Australian States. The
Government believe that those people who
are permanent residents of the State
should be able to evercise a greafer in-
fluenee in legislation than the Hoating
elements who are here to-day and gone
to-morrow. 1 trust this measure will be
aceepied as uvne of reform, and that hon.
members will be content with this ad-
vanee, which, if earried, will place West-
ern Australia in the van as far as legis-
lative ennctments of this kind are con-
cerned. The man whose hat is his roof
sbould not exercise the same influence on
legislation as the man who by reason of
the claims of a family, the ownership of
property, or a hundred and one other rea-
sous finds it more diflicult to leave a Siate
whether he likes its condition or not. As
I have stated this measure has a decidedly
broadening effect on the franchise, and
admits ta full practical power every stable
and settled section of the community. This
is what we desire to effect and we believe
we will effeet it should this measure be-
‘come law. T do not know thal I need de-
tain hon, members at any length in con-
nection wilh this matter. I can only say
that one matter will be eleared up and
that is the question of the “clear annual
value” an important point which has been
set at rest. Legal decisions in England on
the interpretation of these words in Acls
dealing with the qualifications of electors
which deecisions our Courts would feel
bound to follow, have fixed the meaning
of “elear annual value™ at the yearly rent
&t which the property wonld let, less rates
and taxes, The words “clear valne” in our
Constitution Aet would bear the same con-
struetion. The omission of the word
“clear” in setting out the qualifications
in this B3ill at once takes the interpreta-
tion out of the cperalion of the legal de-
cision which I have referred to, and every
leaseholder or bounseholder at a rental of
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£15 may eclaim the frapchise withont any
deduetion from that rvental in respect of
rates or otherwise. That is to say, at pre-
sent any person who occupies property
and pays renl af the rate of 6s. o week
will be entitled to have a vote for the
Legislative Council in this State.

Mr. Angwin: Why not word it that way
and make it elear?

The PREMIER: By omitting the word
“glear” il is cuntended by the Crown Law
authorities that it does make it clear.

Mr. Angwin: It would he elear to every
person the uther way.

The PREMIER: T do not kuow that
there would be any ohjection te consider-
ing an amendment in  Committee that
would make the wnalter more explicit.
However, X do uet intend to delay houw.
members in connection with the measure.
We have cut it down to the smallest pos-
sible limii; there are only three amend-
menis; but it is a very importani faclor
in conneetion with the legislation of Lhe
State. T was under the impression until
this afternoon that possibly il would he
neeessary for this Bill to be reserved for
Roval assent, but [ understand (hat in
view of iustruetions received some time
last vear it is not neeessary to reserve for
Roval assent any Bill amending (he fran-
chise, so that if this Bill obtains the ap-
proval of both Houses it will eome into
law at once, I move —

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

On motion hy Mr. Bath, debate ad-
journed.

RILL—LEGAL PRACTITIONERS
ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Amendments.
Schedule of three amendments made by
the Legislative Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Daglish in the Chair; My, Bath in
charge of the Bill.

No. 1, Clause 2.— After the word “com-
pleted,” in line two, insert “or may com-
plete.”

Mr. BATH: The reading of the clause
as it passed the Assembly was thought to
be ambignows, and in order to make it
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certain thal those who in the future com-
pleted 10 vears and fulfilled the other
" quatifieations of the clanse wonld be en-
titled to 1he privileges of the Bill the
amendmenl waseffected in the Conneil.
He moved- -

That i

agried o,

Queslion passed: the Cowneil’'s ameud-
ment aureed lo.

Xo. 2, Clause 3.—Strike out “Kastern,”
in line four, and insert “other,” and afler
“Sintes” inzerl “of the Commonwealth.”

Me. BATH: This amendment was to
make the words “Bastern States” apply
only Lo [he Commonwealth. He moved—

That the Council's amendment bhe
agreed fo.

Question passed: the Cooneil’s amend-
ment agreed to.

Na. 3, (lause G.—Strike out *“Aunstra-
lagin,” in line three, and insert “the Com-
monwealth of Austealia or the Dominion
of New Zealand.”

AMr. RATH: This was a similar amend-
ment 1o make ihe lansuage clearer. He
maved —

That e Conned's
ﬂyrwed for,

Mieslion passed: the Conneil’s ameud-
ment agreed {o.

Resolutions rveported. the veport adop-
ted: and a Message aceordingly relnred
lo the Lepislative Conneil,

Conveils amendment be

amendment  be

AXNNUAL ESTIMATES, 1909-10.
In Commiitiee of Supply.

Resnmed {rom Lhe previous day; Mr.
Baglisiv in_the Chair.

Department of Mines (Hon, H. Greg-
ory, Minister).

“ole~—Mines Generally, £41,920:

liem, Registrars (19), €3,501:

The MINISTER FOR MINES : In
cunnection with the proposed inquiry inlo
{he asvistance granted to the President
Loubet lease at Callion, near Davyhurst,
Warden Finuerty would leave Coolzardie
on Saturday morning and bold an inquiry
at Cullion on Sunday. Every facility
would e given (o the member for Boul-
der to altend {he inquby aned put his ense
forward.  Tnspector Creenavd had heen
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instrueted to proceed to the mine. and to
endeavour Lo get it put in order so as to
have a windlass and ropes on the shaft,
with o view to a proper inspection heing
made, (‘aptain Ey was supposed to be
on the way from Murrin Murein 1o Koo-
kvnie, and an endeavour would be made
o induee him to go to Callion and be
present at the inquiry to give evidence.
Mr. Berteaux bad alse heen informed of
thie vharges, and advised to appear at Cal-
linn on Sunday with any evidence he
chose fo bring forward. so as to enable
Winrden Finnerty to come to a proper de-
cision. Mr. 8j.eaker would he asked for
permission to remove the file from the
Honze 5o ag to send it to Warden Fin-
nerty Lo enable him to go into the case
in its entirety. In dealing with this mat-
ter Jast nighi he had assnmed that In-
spretor Greenard’s report was snbsequent
1o 1he allexations made by the member for
Honlder, but inquiry at the department
showed the report was made prior to the
hon. member’s allepations, and was hased
on statements made by the preseni hold-
ers of the lease. Inspector Gireenard’s re-
port on those statements was on Lhe file.
It was anlicipaled that the report from
Warden Finnerty would be available on
Tnesday or Wednesdav next. As soon as
it arrived i won'd b presented 1o the
Houxe,

Mr. HOLMAN: \When progress was
reported we were dealing with the ques-
liom ¥ rezistrars, He had brought for-
wurd the necessitv for the Minisier to
redeen o pronise (o place a registrar at
Wilona. Did the Minister inlend fo do
anything, or to leave matters as  they
wope?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : It
wax proposed to allow matrers to go on
fur a short fine as they were al present.
His desive was to give facililies to the
peaple to have their eases dealt with in
proper eourts without going to great ex-
pense; and that officers in one depart-
ment sbould be induced to do work for
otlter departments. He =aid lIast night
thalt even a statioumaster should be able
to do work of this sort, and he had men-
tioned Broad Arrow where there was a
medieal  officer. a  police officer, a
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school teacher, and a stationmaster,
and yet it was also necessary to
have an officer to act as mining

regsirar; bui he had merely mentioned
Broad Arrow as an instance, and had no
intention of doing anything in this diree-
tion in that loeality,. He considered,
however, that in the out-back places the
school teacher should .possess sufficient
acumen to be able to carry out the duties
of mining registrar sufliciently well to
satisfy what might be termed a small
community. By doing that we gave in-
creased facilities to the people, and it
was being done with little expense to the
State. He (the Minister) was desirous
of sending a mining registrar to Wiluna,
because it was thought that if people had
to travel 120 miles to go to the warden's
eourt they wonld rather suffer injustice
than aitend the court. If the Govern-
ment received more revenue it was to be
hoped we should he able o give wmore
facilities to the penple of Wiluna than at
the present time. In small loealities
surely the schoolmaster had sufficient
knowledge to earry out mining registrar’s
work, He hoped the member would he
eontent for the time, recogpising that it
was the desire of the Government rather
than take away the small facilities to add
to them. The officers of one department
aught to be able to assist in the work
of another department.

Mr., HOLMAN: There was no ohjec-
tion to an officer of one department doing
work in anotber department it that offi-
cer had the time and ability, but he objec-
ted to hundreds of men heing ineouveni-
eneed in any locality.

The Minister for Mines: There were
not half a dozen applications in a week.

Mr. HOLMAN: No, and as long as the
Minister eontinued his poliey there would
not e any more applications.  .\fter
aranting one or two periods of exemp-
tion for two or three months, the Minister
fortnight after fortnight granted exemp-
tion for a period of another six months.

The Minister for Mines: What had
heen the resnli?  The introduection of
eapital.

Mr. HOLMAXN ohjecied to the locking
nn of auriferous areas for speculative
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purposes when small prospectors conld
not gel exemption. Immediately a big
“gold hug” eame along and got scores of
acres tied up he could get exemption for
twelve months on end. That was why
the Minister was not gramting faecilities
in these places. If half a dozen applica-
tions were received every weels then the
mining industry would he mnking good
progress. But as long as the Minister
eontinued the poliey he had adopted ever
since he had been in the Mines Depart-
ment in allowing leases to be locked up
under exemphbon month after wouth the
mining industry would not make the pro-
gress it should. Nt only was one lease
locked up under this system, but pro-
bahly the Minister knew of 148 acres
which were locked up under exemplion
at the present time. These lessees ob-
tained their six months’ exempiion in
eourt, and in the office in Perth they
were granted exemption fortnight after
fortnight for another period of siz
months, and it was for such persons of
influence as .\, F. Morgans who knew
how to pull the strings that this was
done, Knowing the greal harm that had
been done to the mining industry in the
past by Lhese methods, he strongly ob-
Jeeted to a eonlinuation of them. Time
after time the same old argument was
trotted out, that it was going to encour-
age capital to come into the conntry. Tt
had not been the means of opening up
one mine in Western Ausfralia, hut it
had been the means of keeping large
areas of good auriferous enuntry locked
up. If there was a mining registrar at
Wiluna, people would be alle to make
their applications for exemption there.
bhut the Minister liked to have the key
of the position in his office in Terth, and
the people of Wiluna did not know when
exemption was granted. There were over
200 acres locked up under exemption at
the present time, and many of them had
been locked up for over 12 months. The
sooner a radien] ehange was made the
hetter. The protection which had heen
eranted wonld not he shown in the re-
turn of exemptions.

The AMinister for Mines: .Any protee-
tion whieh was granted either at Perth
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or at any other office should be included
in any exemption return sent to Parlia-
ment.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was wonderful that
this protection should he granted when
people were not entitled to it, and it was
marvellous how it could go on from one
end of the year to the other. There
would be many objections lodged at Wil-
una, if there was a mining registrar there
with whom objections could he lodged.
It was impossible to make objection to
indiseriminate applications made to the
Minister. It was absolutely necessary to
have a registrar at Wiluna to protect
the people and the mining industry. Had
any action been taken in respeet to the
registrar who dealt with the applieation
for prospecling areas at Garden Gally?
This was the case where an old colleague
of the Minister was counsel for one of
the persons interested in the case, and
some information was obtained before
Cabinet had decided the matter. One of
the registrars was mixed up in the case,
and the Minister made a promise that
an inquiry should he made. Had the
Minister any information to give on the
matter? Some serious statements were
made against this registrar to whom he
(Mr. Holman) referred. He had heard
statements ouniside that were by no means

satisfactory.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: In
eonnection  with  certain  exemptions

granted at Wiluna, from memory certain
owners of leases desired to amalgamate
and to place the leases on the Londen
market. Exemption was recommended
by the warden and ihe leases were taken
to London. At the last monent the
holder of an adjacent lease desired to co-
operate.  This eansed a delny of two
months, and while the negolbiations were
proceeding protection was granted. To
show that this was not a problematical
matter an option had heen faken over
these properties by a eorporation, and he
(the Minister) bad received a private
leiter from London informing him that
£260,000 had been provided and that this
money was available if the properties
were taken over. Tn the cirenmstanges
he was quite justified in doing what he
had done for a short pevind. He also
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wished to impress on members that if
any protection was granted it had to ap-
pear in the refurn. It was open te the
hon. member (Mr. Holman) to point out
what leases had been unduly favoured.
In regard to the Garden Gully matter
he (the Minister) felt some dissatisfac-
tion with the action taken by the acting
registrar on the oceasion, and he had
asked the warden to supply a speeial re-
port.

Mr. Taylor: Who was the acting reg-
istrar?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
was no need to mention the name, for he
wns hol swe that anything was wrong;
he preferred to wait for Warden Trey’s
report before saying anything for or
againsi the registrar. Tf the warden’s
report was nnsatisfactory, so far as the
officer was concerned, the matter would
be referred to the Public Service Com-
missioner, but nntil he had received a re-
port of the sort he did not care to place
hefore the Committee what little infor-
mation he had.

My, HOTMAN: What was the use of
recording au exemption or protection
against a lease if the thing eontinued from
vear to year. He knew of leases that had
had exemption fur six or seven years. The
Minister’s explanation as to the option
tnken nver these leases was hardly eorrect.
The position was that as soon as the op-
tion was taken, and before any work had
heen done on the leases, exemption was
applied for. As the question of the aei-
ing registrar in the Garden Gully affair
was being inguired into he would awnit
the result of the inquiry.

Mr. HEITMANN: The Minister had
said that economy was the reason for re-
fusing to appoint a registrar at Wiluna.
In respeet te the appointment of thesc
regisirars would it not he a wise plan 1o
appoint to the post one who was a quali-
fied draunghisman? It would be a decide:d
advantage to the State and to the nenple
having business with the ecourts, if the
registrars were eapable of performiny
draughtsman's work. Moreover it wonld
be a dislinyt saving to the department.

Mr. Taylor: Had the Minister scid tha'
the extra prolection had been granted <
the <treneith of privafe information fro .-



[2 Deceuser, 1009.]

England that certain mopies would be
forthcoming?
. The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.
"A private letter had been received from
“London stating that £60,000 had been sub-
seribed.  As for the registrars, the Com-
mittee would remember that each of the
hattery managers had been appointed de-
puty mining registrars, so thal instead of
people having to go to the nearest War-
den’s Court, wherever there was a State
battery a deputy mining registrar was to
be found. He (the Minister) was using
_his best endeavours to alleviate the con-
ditions of living in tbe backblocks. The
suggestion made by Mr. Heitmann would
be laid before the Under Secretary.
. Item—Exemption fees—Refund
£250:

Mr. HOLMAN:
fees ever paid?

The Minister for Mines:

tinetly so.
_ Mr. HOLMAN: Applications for these
“exemptions should be heard in open court.
There was no possible check npon them,
and Lo pay ten shillings per fortnight for
a lease of 24 acres was an easy expedient
for holding for speculative purposes. He
had no abjeetion to exemptior and pro-
tection in ecases of urgency, hut the prin-
‘eiple was heing abused. It had not been
thought possible that men would be able
to get exemption on (heir leases for six
months,

The Minister for Mines:
able.

HOLMAN: But such exemptions
were secured. It was being done every day.
Mauy leases at Wiluna had been held for
six months under exemption and bad been
rendered idle for another six months under
protection. Some leases had heen under
exemption for many years.

The Minister for Mines: You said that
about the Star of the East; that was not
correct,

Mr. HOLMAN: It was correct. He
made periodical visits there and he had
communications from men who had watch-
ed the leases for months. The leases had
not been worked in a legitimate manner
" for many years past. He would like to
have a definite assurance from the MMin-

of,
Were any exemption

Oh ves, dis-

Nor are they

1805

ister 1hat these abuses of the system ot ex-
emption would nof coniinue.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the
hon. member would bring forward any
specific enses, he (the Minister) would be
pleased to let the hon. member have all
information in conneelion with them and
to acquaint him with the reasons for
granting of extra exemptions. The hon,
member was under a misapprehension in
regard to the Star of the East when be
said that it had been for some years under
exemplion, As a matter of faet the only
exemption granted to the Star of the
East last year had been for one month
and five days. Only in cases where good
reasons for the concession could beshown
had he granted extra protection.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Minister should
not aceuse an hon. member of trying to
put a2 false case hefore the Comuiitiee.
The Star of the East had not been worked
in a legitimate manner for the last six
or seven years. As to the Minister’s state-
ment that for last year the mine had not
had exemption for more than one month
and five days. that was only half a truth.
Exemption had been granted and when
the exemption was finished the leases were
jumped. The warden had recommnended
that the leases be forfeited, but the Min-
ister had refused to carry out that recom-
mendation and had imposed a fine instead.
But this had taken him six or seven
months to do, and during the whole of
that time the leases were idle.

Mr. TROY: It would be interesting to
know how mueh exemption Mr. de Benales
had been given and wheiher the state-
menis made by that gentleman in support
of his applicaticn for exemption were
correct. In his (Mr. Troy's) opinion Mr.
de Benales was holding the lease for none
bnt specnlative purpeses and had no in-
temtion of working the lease in a legiti-
mate manner, If the Mines Department
had instituted engniries when the =ale was
made from the orizinal company to Mr.
de Benales it would have been found that
there was collusion between the parties.
Was there any possibility of legitimate
mining operations on Mr. de Benales’
lense?
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The MINISTER }¥OR MINES: The
papers had only eome before him once
when the application was made for ex-
emption for a fortnight ar a month, he
forzol which. The cireumstances were that
the leases were to have been taken over by
the Vietory United Co. Sinee the appli-
cation had been made lie had not seen the
papers, but the hon. member could have
them if he desired to peruse them.

Mr. TROY : Certainly the papers would
be of interest to him, TIf the company
purchased the lease there would have been
a chanee of it's being worked. When the
Minister said he had given exemption in
order that the purchase might be ar-
ranged he (Mr. Troy) raised no objec-
tion to it. It was doubtful, however,
whether the purchase had come off and he
had grave doubis as to the sincerity of
Mr. DeBernales to work the lease.

Vote put and passed.

Vote — Lxplosives and Analytical,
£4,368:

Mr. GEORGE: Was there to bhe a
general discussion on the vote, or would
members go dirvectly on to the items.

The CHAIRMAN: There had been a
general diseussion on Mines and  there
could not be another on this vote.

Ttemn. Chief Tnspector of Bxplosives
and Govermment Analvst. €450:

Mr. GEORGE: Was the salmy of
£450 the value of the officer’s serviee ac-
cording to the classification of the Pub-
lie Service Commissioner?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
value of the position had not yet been de-
termined by the Public Service Commis-
stoner. The masinmam salary at which it
was elassified was £600. Attached (o the
vole there was an item of £210 for bhring-
ing ralaries up to the winimnm. Out of
this sum £60 would be taken and would
be added iv the £450 voted for the chief
mspector. That would bring his salary
up to £510. It was probable that the
Commmnissioner would fix the minimum for
the position at a higher sum than that.
There had been a delay in the matter, but
e question had been of a rather eomplex
nature, Anybow the minimum had nof
bkeon fixed.
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Mr. GEORGE : The Public Service
Commissioner had fixed the minimum at
£600, and the Government now intended
to give the oilicer the minimum of £510.

The Minister for Mines: The minimam
is not yet finally determined.

Mr. GEORGE: It would take the Min-
ister a long time to justify the [ublic
Serviece Commissoner in making any such
classifiention. It wounld be difficnll to
show that the regulations were not alto-
gether ultra vires and that the action of
the Government was nol warranted.

Mr. SCADDAN: Did the Govern-
ment decide to pay the oflicer the salary
of £510 hefore the Estimates were prin-
ted! If so, why was not the full amount
shown? How was the £210 to be dis-
tributed? There was a marked difference
hetween this and the previous division
for whereas here the amount for the mini-
mum salaries was £210 for eleven oflicers,
on the previous vate there was an amount
of £214 for 100 olficers. ;

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Un-
der the classification the increase ot Mr.
Mann was from £450 to £510. The as-
sistant juspector had his salary inereased
from £195 glassifieation to £270, increase
£75, Mr. Staey, an analyst, bad his sal-
ary increased from £220 to £270, inerease
£30. Mr. Clark, an analyst, had his sal-
ary inereased by £15, and another elerk
had his salary inereased by £10; that
made the total of £210.

Mr. COLLIER: The work of the chief
inspeetor of explosives was very import-
ant when one considered the quantity of
explosives imported each year. In 1908
there were 4,169,930 Ibs. weight of ex-
plosives imported. The duty of testing the
explosives, and seeing that they were up
to the standard, devolved on Mr. Mann
and his stafl. Aecording to the depari-
mental report there were several matters
of eomplaint concerning the want of soffi-
cient staff to cope with the work. M.
Mann in his report said—

“Numerons opportunities of making
speeial dnvesligations whiech would be
hatl of interest aud of practieal public
value constanmtly vecur, bin the irrewu-
lar condition of my staff during the
xear has obliged e to o't these op-
portunities  agide. If i~ impossible,
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also, to oblain sufficient remuneration
for analysts in this State to enable me
to procure that amount of talent and
experience which is required for carry-
ing out vesearch work.”
Further on he referved o the state of the
siafl by saying—

“Qwing to the shortage of staff I have
heen compelled at times to retain Mr,
Kirton in the head office when he
should have been engaged upon inspee-
{ion circnits.  This entirely aeccounts
for the slight falling off in the number
of inspections made”

There had been a deerease during the year
in his staff, an@ Mr, Mann said—

“Tt will thus be seen that my staff
vomprised three analysts less than last
year, although the work shows con-
giderable increase. It is very diffienlt
with the remuneration offered to obtain
men of the stamp required for the
work which has to be performed, and I
ean only repeat the convietion already
expressed that if the laboratory is to
perform the fonctions of which it is
eapable and there is to be derived from
it the maximum benefit to the State as
a whole, then a very different view will
require to be taken os to the status of
the work performed and its monetary
value.”

That seemed to indieate that Mvr. Mann
had been working with a short staff and
when one compared the amount of the im-
ported explosives the department had fo
supervise with the previous vear, it
seemed that even more men were required.
During 1907 the weicht of explosives im-
ported was 3,605,687 lhs. ns compared
with 4,169,930 Ibs. for the following year,
the increase heing somewhere about half
a miilion lbs.; therefore, it did not seem
reasonable lo reduce the staff while the
work was increasing.

The Minister for Mines: We are not
redoeing the staff.

Mr. COLLIER: The chief inspector
s2id he had three men less than in the
previous year

The Minister for Mines: Those are
lewmporary men, and he has them still,

Mr. COLLIER: The officers were en-
nmerated. Varions eomplaints had heen

_the standard and that the
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received by him from men working on the
fields as to the class of explosives used
there. The miners’ union made a com-
plaint as te the Phoenix explosive. There
was an inquiry held into it.

The Minister for Mines: We have re-
ceived special appliances from the «ld
country to enahble us to make proper teste
of the fumes.

Mr. COLLIER: It was said aboul ibe
Phoenix explosive that it was not up to
smoke nand
fumes were very injurions to the men’s
health.

Mr. Gourley: It is the worst explosive
on the market.

Mr. COLLIER: All the men agree on
that point. He mentioned this faet in
order to show how necessary it was thai
the office should be kept up to the stand-
ard. Mr. Mann alse said in his- repmt,
“The regnlar testing of fumes on the
mines is now hecoming an established
practice.” That was a very imporlant
matter for very many accidents were
cansed by explosions due to defective fuse.
There shonld be a full test of the Phoenix
explostves.

{Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
pm.)

Mr. GOURLEY: Would the Minisler
inform the Hounse when the tests were
made, and how often, and with regard
to the Phoemix explosive what the form
of test was. As far as the nse of ex-
plosives on the goldfields was concerned
it was known that the Phoenix was the
most detrimental to the health of the
miners. The Minister shonld take every
care in having tests of these ezplosives
made to see that they were up {o 1he
standard of the department’s formula.
Miners had been known in use the Phoe-
nix and some of them used it heeause of
its cheapness. and it was mueh cheaper
than Nohel's (lasrow and Nobel’s Ham-
burg; but they suffered verv eonsider-
ably from the fumes. Tn many eases the
Phoenix explosive was found to be of a
most inferior quality and that was most
noticeable after firing a number of holes,
and when a miner went up to clean up
the fumes were so deadly as'to he most
injurines to health.  He wnuld like lo
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see the standard of the test raised some-
what.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: With
regard to explosives, they were not al-
lowed to be landed or stored until tests
had been made. The department also had
a travelling inspector who took stock, and
‘if explosives were found to have been
kept for any lengthy period in a maga-
zine further tesls were insisted upon be-
-fore the explosives were permitied to go
" into general use. The question bronghi
forward by the member for Boulder with
regard to the staff, did not apply to the
question of testing explosives, It was
the primary duty of the officer of this
department to earry out the work of the
Mines Department, but there had been a
considerable expansion in the business of
that officer’s department, and it had ‘been
necessary to employ more analysts. The
Agricultural Department had heen send-
ing a great amount of work there, and
‘that alone had necessitated an inerease in
the staff. The department was actnally
doing the work of several branches of the
service, and they were allowed to deal
direct with other depariments and in that
way & good deal of red tape and delays
were obviated, but as there had been such
an inerease in the work, especially in that
done for the Agrienltural and Health
Departments. it should be the duty of
those departments to ‘make some provi-
gion for an increased staff. Under no
eirenmstances however would the work
for which the affice was primarily cre-
ated be interfered with by the work which
came in from the other demartments. For
the information of goldfields members he
desired to say that the (fovernment had
indented a compressed air apparatus te
enable a person immediately after an ex-
plosion had taken place to go right up to
the face and take samples of the fumes
for the purpose of examination. The
departments were working in this matter
in eonjunetion with the Transvaal mines,
the desire heing to discover what was de-
leterions in the material used in the mann-
factrre of gelienite. and to see if it was
pessihle to rrepare a formnla which
would get rid of these ohjectionable
fumes. The annaratus arrived a fort-
night ago, and the work which would be
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conducted with it would form part of the
general inguiry to be conducted inko the
question of tubereulosis so as to diseover
what it was that was so injurious in the
fumes, and in the bope of making some
proposal which would result in- these
fumes being less inimieal to health,

Mr. BCADDAN: The goldfields repre-
sentatives would be pleased to hear the
remarks of the Minister with regard to
the apparatus for testing the fumes. It
was to be hoped that the tests which would
te made would have a good effect. There
was no doubt that some of the explos-
ives used in the mines should never be
permitted to be brought into the State.
During the time Mr. Hastie was admin-
istering the department his attention was
drawn to the matter, and he gave an as-
surance that a proper examination would
be made of every shipment of explosives’
which arrived, but on inguiry it was
found that only a few cases were ever
tested. Since that time however it was
understood that the authorities had. been
more vigilant. This State permitted any
firm to dump its stuff here.

The Minister for Mines: Explosives
must be manufaetured according to our
formula. ‘

Mr. SCADDAN: But we had experi-
enced the manner in which they got over
the difficulty. The Minister too would
remember that he found it necessary to
tostitute a prosecution against one of
these firms. Ti all showed the extremes
to which these prople would go to obtain
their ends. With regard to the Phoenix
explosive miners were continnally eom-
plaining in spite of the fact that the de-
pariment bad made inquiries abont it.
If it was manfactured aceording to the
formula prescribed by the Government
it was a wonderful thing how so many
men became overcome by its fumes. Tt
wonld be interesting to know from Mr.
Mann exactly what were the contents of
these various classes of explosives, and to
know in what respeet the Phoenix differed
from the others, and what it was the
Phoenix eontained which caused so much
trouhle. He knew of many cases where
men had been compelled to knoek off work
awinz to the nse of the Phoenix in places
which were not well ventilated. There
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were many instances where miners had
refused to use tbe Phoenix explosive, yet
we permitted the stuff to eome into the
State. It was to be hoped fhat the fests
tke Minister proposed to make in the near
future wountd have the effect of showing
exaetly what was wrong with this class
of explosive, and if it was found that it
was 50 injurious, it would be prohibited
from heing imported. The Minister
ought to allow the mining members to
see this report when it was prepared.
There would be no need to make it pub-
lie.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
examination would be put in hand forth-
with and the hon. member could see the
report as soon as it was furnished. The
chief inspector was of opinion that it was
a good explosive and saw no reason to
justify forbidding its use. He (the Min-
ister} wonld be guided by the decisien of
the chief inspector in the malter.

Ttemn, Magazine Reserves, Mainten-
anee of Sidings, Repairs to Trucks, eteet-
era, £100: .

Mr. HUDSON: Was there differentia-
tion in localities as to these reserves? Did
the Government maintain reserves for pri-
vate people?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This
expendilure was in connection with the
magazine at Woodman’s Point.  Nearly
all the revenue for the braneh was received
from rents paid for magazine sites and
stores at Woodman’s Point,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Geological Survey, £5,843:

Mr. HUDSON: What reports were
drafted during the year by the depart-
ment, and what was the work done?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
work of this braneh had been interfered
with to some extent owing to Mr. Mait-
land having gone to London as & speeial
commissioner in eonnection with the
Franeo-Britisk Exhibition. However, there
was a good deal of field work done dur-
ing the year. One important work was the
examination of the iron ore deposiis at
Yampt Sound. Other work was done in
the Kimberleys in conneetion with copper
and wolfrnm. It was understood a big
eonsignment nf wolfram was coming down

1307

this week. The Phillips River district had
been mapped out in detail. The Irwin
River coalfield had been reported on. An
officer accompanied the Lranscontinental
railway snrvey party and reported on the
country on either side of the route, and
another officer accompanied Mr. Caoning
from Wiluna to Hall’s Creek, afterwards
vistting Tanamti; the detailed report would
be available shortly. Other work had been
done in West Pilbara. Mr. Woodward was
completing the work started by Mr. Mait-
land years ago, linking up the Murchison
and Pilbara geological maps. Other offi-
enrs had been engaged in trying to bring
up the field map of Kalgoorlie to date.
Other works were heing carried out. This
year it was proposed to get the Ealgoorlie
field map more np to date, but it was an-
ticipated that this important work would
not cost the department mueh as Dr. Me-
Lachlan was engaged on this work at the
instance of sore of the companies, and we
would be able to get the use of his report
for State purposes.
Vote put and passed.

Vote— Inspection of Machinery, £6,021:

Mr. SCADDAN : Probably by now
the Minister had given up the task
of attempting to defend this de-
partment, Last year the Minister
told the Committee he would appoint
a board to examine the department
and report upon it. What was the
nature of the report and who were the
officers appointed to the board9? What
action had the Minister taken in remedyv-
ing some of the grievances in connection
with the department; or had the Minister
done anytbing. The Minister always made
definite promises that he would do eertain
things during recess. It would be interest-
ing to know what the Minister did during
last recess.

The Minister for Mines: What itrm are
you speaking to?

Mr. Scaddan: Generally.

The CHAIRMAN: [t was nol neees-
sary to deal with an itewn, the han. mewn-
ber conld speak generally on the vote.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
was understood that when we had the gon
eral debate on the department the necd
for a weneral debate on the divisions of the
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department would be avoided, and it was
{o be hoped we would not have o general
dehate again in connection with this div-
ision., The object of the hon. member
could be arrived at just as well by dealing
with the first item. He (the Minister) had
intended to appoint a beard to inquire
into the working of the Machinery De-
partment to see if more economical meth-
ods could not be adopted and had gone so
far as to have an Exeecutive Couneil min-
ute prepared. This minnte was 6o the
effect—

“The feasihility of placing greater
responsibility upon inspectors in order
to reduce the worlt done at head office.
The possibility of reducing clerical
work by requiring reports to he made to
head office only in the event of inspeec-
tions diselosing serious defects. The
possibility of reducing the number of
inspections mnde. Whether the nature
of the inspections made always wavrant
the employment of qualified engineers.
Whether much of the inspection ontside
the goldfields areas could not be done by
the inspectors of factories as is the cus-
tom in Vietoria. The feasibility of am-
algamating the work of administration
of lhe Mines Regulation and Machinery
Acts to the extent of admitting the in-
spector’s order, each to act in a joint
eapacity in order to miniwise the ex-
pense of Lravelling, and to utilise to
betier effect the time of the inspectors.
To encuire and to advise whether the
present Aets and the present systems
under which the work is doue are cap-
able of alterations or amendments in
any direction which would be ﬁikely to
resnlt in eeonomy without from a prac-
tieal point ¢f view reducing efficieney.”

However, he thought it would be wiser,
instead of appointing a board to consider
the advisability of amending the Act.
The Public Service Commissioner had
pointed out that by a swmall amending
Aet a good denl of expense caused by the
overiappiny of departmental inspectors
could he avoided withont reducing effici-
ency, hut the State Mining LKngineer, the
Chief Insiector of Machinery, and the
otber officers to whom the matter had been
relerted were not in accord with him (the
Minister) with rezard to a proposal to
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amend the Ack so as to effect economies.
Therefore it wns impossible to come te
any determination with rvegard to the al-
teration of the Act this session. And if
would be necessary io allew the same
methods to continue this year. He helieved
a lot of the work done hy the IMactories
Department could also be done by the
inspectors of machinery and that we eould
amalgamate a fair proportion of the work
of the Factories and Machinery Depart-
ments, and that the inspectors of mines
might do a little of the work of machin-
ery inspectors, wore purticularly in the
back country. He did not anticipate
being able to make any change this year.
He had not determined upon what action
te sabmit to Parliament. When one
found oneself in eunfliet with officers a
great deal of consideration was neeessary
beforve taking action. He bad refrained
from appointing the Commission, al-
though he had selected the genilemen Lo
he appointed, and the Public Serviee Com-
missioner had prepared the Executive
Couneill minate. It was thought beiter
to endeavour to amend ihe Act, and by
amendment to secove economy withont
in any way redueing the elticiency. Up
to the present nothing had been done to
effect a change.

Mr. SCADDAN was somewhat temp-
ted to say that the Dinister was sparving
for wind. The Minister had in mind
dealing with the Machinery Department
by an amendment of the Aet or in some
other direclion. Should not the Minister
take members into his confidence and tell
them what was proposed to be done? The
Minister had admitted, in spite of prom-
ises made from year to year, that the same
conditivn existed to-day as when mem
bers first made their complaints. Was
the Minisler eontent to allow the depart-
ment to continue as at present, and were
we fo bave this question debated year
afterr year anbout the Inspector of Mach-
inery? After promising to appoiat »
boatd the Minister went haek on that, be
eause lie thought it hetter to have an
amendiment of the Act. But where was
the amendmnent of the Act? The Minister
mizla e in eonflict with his oiBeers, but
the ollicers conld only express experi opin-
inns. We had to eonsider what ceonomies
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could be effected. Was it not to the ad-
vantaze of all officers to assert their im-
portance? In view of that the Minister
should have come to some cunclusion as
to what he intended to do in the future
and he should iake the Committee into
his eonfidence.  ¥From his (Mr. Sead-
dan’s) knowledge of a few things that
had happened during the past few months
it was apparent that something had to be
dune, and that speedily, with regard to
the control of this department. Last
vear we had a diseussion as to the advis-
ability of using inspectors of mines as in-
spectors of machinery or vice versa

The Minister for Mines: Only in out-
back districts.

Mr. SCADDAN: The whole question
hung on this. What was the necessity
for inspectors of boilers and waechinery
and inspectors of mines if it was not for
the protection of life? Was it possible
to obtain persons to fill the positions of

_inspectors of mines and at the same time
he fully qualified inspectors of boilers
and machinery? How many inspectors
of mines would be qualified to give a
cerlificate that a boiler was in good order
and condtiion, when inspectors of mines
had already sufficient responsibility to
protect the men employed in the mines?
We had endeavoured times out of nnmber
to obiain an assurance from the Minisier
that inspectors would pay surprise visifs
tn large centres such as Kalgoorlie and in
ont-back distriets. If the Minister
bhrought into operation the propasal to
amalgamate the inspectors of mines and
inspectors of machinery there never would
be surprise visits, because the inspector
of maehinery must issue a warning of
his intention to visit a mine, so
that itbe owner of the wmachinery
would have the boiler ready for in-
spection. Then, where was the pro-
tection for the men in the mines,
because the machinery would not be nnder
steam. The efficiency of the inspection
of mines was to be set aside to make
economies in the Machinery Department.
There were other reasons but that was
the chief one. The Minister need not go
out of Perth to effect economies. The
Machinery Department had too many

technical officers. There was no neces-
(66)
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sity for a Chief Inspector of Machinery
to control this branch of the department.
Somebody must be at the had, but was
it necessary to have a chief inspector who
never made an inspection, but went
through reports made by other technical
officers. The duties of the Chief Inspec-
tor of Machinery was ro go through re-
poris. compare them with previous re-
ports, and coneur or otherwise; and he
always concurred, it was never otherwise.
If the Minister was earnest in the direc-
tion of making economies in this depart-
ment it eould be done by bringing the
inspectors of machinery and the inspee-
tors of mines under one head. He could
be the Chief Inspector of AMines and Ma-
chinery or he could be the State Mining
Kngineer. War had been waging for
some time between the two departments.
The State Mining Engineer gave one
opinion while the Chief Inspector of Ma-
chinery gave another, and his officers
gave another. A report came before the
department and the State Mining En-
gineer expressed an opinion and he sent
it to an officer in the country to express
an opinion upon. The Chief Inspeetor
of Machinery did the same, and all this
came uuder the eye of the Minister, who
said that he wished to study eeomomy.
If the State Mining Engineer was quali-
fied to express an opinion on a winding
engine, where the conditions of the en-
gine were responsible for carrying men
to and from their work, if he were quali-
fied to express an opinion on that then
he was qualified to express an opinioa
on the report of another officer as an in-
spector of machinery. Could not the in-
spectors of mines and wmachinery be
brought under the inspection hranch?
The same number of inspectors would nat
be required, in the first place. He was
doubiful if any public servant or any-
one else had ever made remarks such as
those made by the State Mining Engin-
eer ahout certain actions of the Maehin-
ery Department. The files were nnder
the notiee of the Minister, and he doubted
if the Minister had taken any action in
the matter. Tt was stated that machin-
ery was in perfect order, good eondition,
and fit for the work for which a certifi-
eate was granted, such as raising amd
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lowering men, yet it had been shown that
accidents had happened owing to faulty
‘brakes. The first necessity about an en-
gine was the brake; it should be effec-
tive, yet we found accidents had hap-
pened, and engine-drivers had been
brought before hoards to state why the
accidents had happened and it had been
found that they had oceurred owing to
defective brakes. The State Mining Em-
gineer used the words, thai he had “to
goad on” the inspectors of machinery
before they would have machinery put
in order.  This was not a statement
made by the member for Ivanhoe; these
were the words used by the State Min-
ing Engineer, the qualified officer, about
whom the Minister was speaking last
night, an officer receiving £800 a year,
not the member for Ivanhoe. It was
found that not only had the engine de-
feetive brakes, and was allowed to work
with these defeetive brakes, but nothing
was done to make them effective ; but
there were other engines in the distriet in
a like condition and yet nothing was be-
ing done. If it was necessary to inspect
machinery at all it was winding machin-
ery, winding engines. There were vari-
ous classes of machinery about the South-
Western distriet and in other parts of the
State, and it would mot matier whether,
after all, they were inspected from year
to year, but in connection with amfining
machinery it was essential that every part
of the machine shounld be kept in order.
The late Mr. Lavan had stated, when an
accident happened to a machine that
there was mno record that that machine
had ever been inspected; the machinery
bad been in work for five years hauling
dirt, which would soon wear out a ma-
chine, but there was no record of the ma-
ching ever having been seen internally
from the time it was ereeted; and even
the inspector granted -certificates year
after vear, but there was no attempt
made to satisfy himself, except from out-
.side appearance, that the machine was in
order and fit to do the work it was re-
quired to do. It appeared fo him that
the two departments should be amalga-
mated under somebody whe would insist
that machinery, partienlarly winding en-
* gines, should be kept in proper order and
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condition. Mr. Montgomery had stated
that he eonld not understand how any
man could say that a winding engine was
fit to do its work when it had a defective
brake. It seemed that the present Chief
Tnspector of Machinery was either not
qualified for his post or was not suffiei-
ently active for the performance of his
duties. It was not for want of sufficient
time, hecause 'the chief inspector hap-
pened to be chairman of a board of ex-
aminers, and eonld find time to go to Al-
bany and Ravensthorpe 1o hold an ex-
amination which could have been just as
well held by the inspector who had peri-
odically to visit the distriet in the ordin-
ary eourse of lis duties. But, if that in-
spector had earried out the examination
Mr. Mathews would not have got a little
holiday trip. Another remarkable thing
about the examination was that the war-
den of the distriect had been appointed
to assist the Chief Inspector of Machin-
ery in carrying out the examination. It
was not easy to diseover where this war-
den had qualified to sit in judgment nwpon
an engineer prepared to take charge of
a winding engine. Again, in respect to
these examinations, why eounld they not
be made uniform instead of, as at pre-
sent, of varying standards. There was
no reason af all why a man in charge of
a winding plant at Ravensthorpe should
not be expected to hold the rame qualifi-
eations as a man oceupying a similar
position on the Golden Mile. The Minis-
ter should take some immediate action in
respeet to these officers who had time to
go holiday trips on mere pretexts, and
who, on the showing of Mr. Montgomery
himself, had to be goaded to the per-
formance of their legitimate duties. If
the Minister would go through the file
and peruse some of the remarks made by
the Staie Mining Engineer he would find
it essential that he ghould take some aec-
tion of a drastic natore in respect to the
mining inspectors.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
snggestion that economies could be ef-
fected by allowing an inspector of mines
in certain places to inspect boilers as well
as mines appeared to meet with the strong-
approval of the member for Ivanhoe.
There was something to be said in
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favour of the suggestion, and if it could
be arranged that the inspectors of mines
could inspeet the boilers in certain out-
back places he would endeavour to give
the experiment a trial. So far as the
Chief Inspector of Machinery was con-
cerned, he had to look to the organisation
of his department, and could not he ex-
pecied to carry out the duties of an in-
spector of machinery in the back country.
As for the examinations at Ravensthorpe
and Albany, if men living at those places
desired to qualify as engine-drivers surely
the same consideration should be given to
them as would be afforded to others on the
Bastern fields. The appointment of the
warden as assistant examiner had beco
made on the recommendation of the board
for the purpose of complying with the
regulations. It really meant that the one
officer was going to eonduct the examina-
tions and award the certificates. It was
vegrettable that the hon. member had seen
fit to draw attention to certain lapses
whieh had occurred in regard to the in-
spection of machinery. The hon. member
was fully acquainted with all the partieu-
lars and had heen shown the whole of the
papers in connection with the dispute
which had taken place. A new inspector
had been sent to the place, and there was
no doubt that the matters drawn atten-
tion to by the Chief Tnspector of Mines
in regard to the cave of the winding plants
were now being most efficiently attended
to by {nspector Jones. He (the Minister)
thought it should he the duty of the in-
spector to make a practical examination
of all parts of the maehinery. The State
Mining Engineer and the Chief Inspeector
of Machinery, together with some of the
more prominent managers at Kalgoorlie,
were agreed that in regard to the inspec-
tion of machinery it was wiser that a tech-
mical man should he appointed to do the
work ratber than it should be done by an
ordinary inspector of mines. In his {the
Minister's) opinion an examination made
by a practieal man would be more efficient
than one carried out by a technical man.
However, the State Mining Engineer and
the Chief Inspector of Machinery were
of the opinion that it should be carried
out by a trained engineer. The sugeestion
that the inspeetors of the Mines Depart-
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ment should be amalgamated with the
Machinery and Boilers Departments was
in his uvpinion, searcely a valuable one.
Sueh anmlgamation would be a mistake.
A rentleman at the bead of the Machinery
Departinent should be a practical engineer
and as such he would be useless as a Chief
Inspector of Mines. He (the Minister)
waould prefer to see the faegtovies branch
amalgamated with the Machinery Deparl-
ment with a view of reduecing the cost of
administration, If any amalgamation at
all were undertaken it should be in this
direetion,

Mr. Bath: But yon surely would not am-
algamate the factories department with the
inspection of machinery under this officer.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
question of economy was all that he was
considering; he was not dealing with the
officer. The question was, would it not
be wise to amalgamate the two depart-
menis? In a great number of cases the
work of the Factories and Machinery De-
partments counld be carried out by the one
affieer.

Mr. SCADDAN: With regard to the
case he had guoted at Kalgoorlie the
chief inspector was fully aware of what
had transpired and knew the condition of
the work. Winding machines which were
not in gaod order and condition owing to
defective brakes should never be allowed
to continue working. By his action in this
case the Chief Tnspector showed that either
he was not qualified for his position or he
had nat paid proper attention to the mat-
ter. As the State Mining Engineer had
pointed ont in his minute, although
an accident had vecurred as a resull of
a machine being out of order, that
machine, which had a defective brake,
was allowed 1o be worked for four
months while in the same condiiion,
and the lives of hundreds of ien
were jeopardised, yet the Chief Inspestor
of Machinery did nothing but gquarrel with
the State Mining Engineer. It would be a
great mistake {o bring the Factories Ack
under the Machinery Department; there
was no relation between the two. He was
not in any way satisfied with the work of
the Machinery Department and il would
never do to add any other work to it. If
the beads of the Inspection of Mines and
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Machinery Departments were amalgamated
and the Chief Inspector of Machinery
were sent out to do some inspeetion work
instead of only bearing the title, an ad-
vantage would acerue from every stand-
point and the inspection of boilers and
machinery would be more satisfactory
than at present. 1t would be very interest-
ing to get the Chief Inspector of Machi-
nery out doing some practical work in-
stead of being in his oflice all the time
and having a technical officer at his elbow.
Apparently the Minister did not pay suifi-
cient atlention to the department. If the
same state of affairs existed next year and
the Minister’s promises regarding the de-
partment were not fuolfilled, he would
~ make a severe attaek not only ou the Ma-
chinery Department but also on the Mines
Department as a whole, and would ask
the Committee to delete the salary of the
Chief Inspeetor of Machinery.

Mr. BATH: Any proposal to place the
administration of the Factories Aet under
the Chief Inspector of Machinery, should
be nipped in the bud. The administration
of the Factories Aet now was a byword,
and a measnre of so much importance in-
volving as it did the welfare of hundreds
of workers should not be placed under the
administration of that officer. In the face
of the three cases that had been quoted,
the boiler explosion at Gwalia, the diffi-
culties oceasioned by the neglect of the
officer as to the inspection of heoilers at
Collie, and the matter brought forward by
the member for Ivanhoe, the administra-
tion of the Factories Act should never be
entrusted to the Chief Inspector of Ma-
chinery.

Mr. PAYLOR : The Chief Inspecior of
Machinery also held the position of chaie-
man of the board of examiners. Frequent
complaints had been received by him as to
the way in which the hoard earried out
their dulies, These were chiefly in connec-
tion with engineers on State batteries. If
the complaints were true, as he had no
reason to donbt, seeing that his chief in-
formant was a certificaled engine-driver
of high standing on the fields, the ehair-
man of the board was sadly neglecting his
duties. At Burtville State battery a man
had been in charge driving, who did not
huld a certificate. In face of repeated
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.eomplaints to the board of examiners, this

state of affairs continued. The last intima-
tion he had received was that a man who
had been driving there for more than a
vear had gone before the board for a
second class certificate and had failed;
nevertheless he was still engine-driving at
the State battery while there were men
with first class certifieates looking for em-
ployment. It was the duty of the chair-
man of the board of examiners to put a
stop to that sort of thing. It was abso-
Intely wrong that men who failed to get
a second or third elass certifieate shonld
be doing this work while there were many
men holding first class certifieates out of
a job. That did not speak well for the
chairman of the board, and if that officer
could not succeed any better in his work
as Chiet' Inspector of Machinery, than he
did as chairman of the examiners board,
then the Committee would be juslified in
striking oul the item. When he (Mr.
Taylor) had shown the Minister the com-
plaint he had received as to the engine-
drivers in question the Minister said he
could hardly believe it possible, but that
he would lose no time in investigating the
matter and putting it straight. The Min-
ister shonld not be put to that troable.
A man in the responsible position of chief
inspector of machinery and chairman of’
the hoard of examiners should be able to
perform his duties without being chased
up hy members of Parliament or officers
of the engineers’ association. The Minister
should deal with his officer for his negli-
gence.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member was aware that the depart-
ment were rather unfortunate last year
in connection with one of the inspectors.
Every effort was made by the Mines and
Machinery departments to get the brakes
made as effective as possible. An exhaus-
tive examination was made and every-
thing had been done in order that they
shonld be made thoroughly efficient. Hon.
members knew that a brake might be ef-
fective at the time of an examioation and
on the pext day it might not be. The chief
inspector eculd not follow up ihe work of
every inspector, and it was unfair to sug-
gest that he should be cognisant of every
inspection. We should not throw the re-
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sponsibility on the chief inspector for
every little accident which might oeeur in
connection with his department. More re-
sponsibility should be thrown upon each
individual offieer than was done at the
1resent time, The leader of the Opposi-
tion had drawn attention to the faet that
since this policy had been in vogue there
had been an explosion at Gwalia; that,
however, was the only one sinee the in-
spection of boilers had been started in
the State. Hon. members were aware that
we had to use the worst water that it was
possible to find in connection with the
boilers on the goldfields, and it should be
pointed ont {hat in Vietoria last year five
explosions bad taken place, while several
had oceurred in New South Wales. The
result would show that the inspection here
musk be good and it showed that the chief
inspector had been doing his work ex-
ceedingly well when we could boast of
such a good record. With regard to the
complaint made by the member for Mount
Margaret, he (the Minister) agreed that
& non-certificated man should not be em-
ployed at a State mill. It was not ad-
mitted, however, that this was so in the
case referred to by the member, who was
not certain himself. The hon. member had
received a eomplaint and ke (the Minis-
fer) had forwarded it on immediately,
with instruetions that if a non-certificated
man was being employed, his employment
should eease at once; but if in the back
country it was not possible to get a certi-
ticated man a manager might be excused
for employing one whe was not certifi-
cated. No manager, however, would be
upheld for engaging a mnon-certificated
man when it was possible to secore the
services of one who was gualified.

Mr. TROY: When the Estimates were
under discussion last year a motion was
moved to strike out the salary of the
chief inspector of machinery On that
vecasion the Minister said that it should
first be proved that the officer was un-
fitted for his office. Would the Minister
explain now what action he had taken in
order to prove the capacity or otherwise
of the chief inspeector? Had the Minis-
ter done anything, or was he prepared to
subject the chief inspeetor to the same ex-
amination to which other inspectors were
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subjested and pay this officer by results?
He (Mr. Troy} could not help feeling
from what he had learned that the Chief
Inspector of Machinery was not competent
« to fill his oflice because he largely de-
pended upon another officer to advise him
in all matters, and but for that officer the
chief inspector would not be able to carry
on the administration of his office. Com-
plaints had been made that the chief in-
spector bad never been out of his office
for 10 years on a tour of inspection. He
was recently at Raventhorpe and Albany
examining a number of eandidates for en-
gine-drivers’ certificates, but he would
have been better engaged on a tour of
inspection beeause this work of examina-
tion eould very easily have been left to
subordinates, How was this officer going
to criticise satisfactorily the reports of
his officers unless he had some practical
experience, and ecould he get that practi-
cal experience in his office in Perth?
Would the Minister be eontent to allow
the State Mining Engineer to remain in
his otfice and to accept the reports of his
subordinates as being correet.  Again,
with regard to the Engineer-in-Chief, that
officer did not remain in his office, nor was
he guided entirely by the reports of his
snbordinate officers. The Engineer-in-
Chief had practieal experienee and as a
result the reports he sent in were reports
of operations he had seen and understood.
The member for Ivanhoe in 1905, when
this officer’'s department was under dis-
cussion, challenged the Minister for Mines
to send the chief inspector on a six
months’ (our of inspection in the conntry;
but the Minister had never aceepted the
challenge.

The Minister for Mines: Why should I
do that?

Mr. TROY: Becanse it was generally
understood that charges had been levelled
year after year against this officer of be-
ing incompetent. The Minister bad stated
that it had to be proved that this officer
was ineompetent. What hetter test counld
we have than a praetical test? The Min-
ister was aware of the incompetence of
this officer, and he was afraid to send
him out becanse it was known that the
chief inspector would fail. The chief in-
spector was reeently seleeted as one of
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a number of gentlemen to give expert
views with regard to the Perth Gas Works
before the arbitration board which re-
vently sat in Perth. What was the re-
sult? This officer found himself utterly
unable to do the work required of him
and had to eall upon a subordinate to
assist him. The chief inspector, however,
was not called to give evidence. If he
was a competent man why was he not
called? This officer was the wrong man
to have in the department to advise the
Minister on matters, and he was not com-
petent fo offer advice unless he had prac-
tical expertence. There was ne justifi-
eation for keeping this man in his office;
he should be senb out into the couniry,
and he should be prepared to do his work
as the Government Analyst was doing,
by making inquiries personally and not
being dependent on the services and ad-
viee of his subordinates.

Mr. SCADDAN: TIn the cases to which
attention had been drawn, the chief in-
spector should have gone out of Perth
immediately to satisfy bhimself on the spot
as to nceidents. Instead, he allowed his
inspectors to report to him, yet made a
frip to Ravensthorpe to examine candi-
dates for eertificates, whereas a subor-
dinate could easily have done the work.
The Minister should insist that in future
the chief mspector shounld make periodi-
cal inspections to satisfy himself first-
hand, and not try fo push the responsi-
hility on to swbordinate officers.

Mr. Gleorge: What do you propose to
do?

Mr. SCADDAN: FEach year the Min-
ister promised action, but absolutely no-
thing was done. What could a private
- member do. He (Mr., Seaddan) had
wearied memhers for three years by dis-
cussing the matlter, and he would con-
tinue to do so until some aection was
taken.

Mr. GEORGE: The hon. member, of
course, was desirous of doing justice to
the officer.

Mr. Scaddan: Yes.

Mr. GEORGE: Was it that the officer
did not know his work, or that he did not
do it? In any case the officer shonld have
<ome opportunity of showing that mem-
Yers’ views were eorrect or incorrect. Any
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oflicer charged with being inecompetent or
lazy, or both, should be given the oppor-
tanity of showing his competency, or
whether he was not lazy. The disenssion
of items like this acted like pin-pricks
to the officers. 'Was it fair to them?
Had any inquiry been made into the con-
duet and gnalifications of this officer?

The Minister for Mines: [t has never
heen suggested.

Mr. GEQRGE: Was it stated that the
officer was lazy?

Mr, Seaddan: No.

Mr. GEORGE: Then was it because
the officer was incompetent? Was it
said that because the officer was incom-
petent he would not make an inquiry
into an aeccident becanse it would show
his ineompetency?

« My, Seaddan: T have proved it.

Mr. GEORGE: Had the hon. member
given the offieer an opportunity of show-
ing the hon. member was incorrect?
Surely members would play ibe game
and give opportunity to the officer to
prove or disprove the hon. member’s case.
If he (Mr. George) made a charge against
a man like this he wounld try to give the
man the opportunity to meet him face
to face. It was wrong, unless one waa
absolutely certain, to bring things like
this before Parliament unless one was
prepared to give the officer a fair in-
quiry, and an opportunity to defend him-
self. Many a time had he (Mr. George)
been given the opportunity to deal with
some of the things charged against him
in his administration of the railways, he
eould bave changed the opinions of hon.
members and the publie. If this officer
was incompetent or lazy he had no busi-
ness to be in the service of the State, bat
if these charges were made the officer
should be given the opportunity of rcon-
victing himself, or of causing hon. mem-
bers to change their minds. But we should
not hit a man behind his hack.

Mr. SCADDAN : Onpe listened with
patience to the lecture from the hon.
member; but these charges were not made
by him (Mr. Seaddan) in the first in-
stanee; they were made by the State
Mining Engineer who reported, “Ti was
only after the inspectors of mines and
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he_had repeatedly brought the matter up
that the inspectors of machinery ap-
peared to have bestirred themselves to
see that certain engines were made safe.
Tt was not his (the State Mining Engin-
eer's) minute that had put the officers
of the Machinery Department in an in-
vidious position bui their own neglect to
take aection.”  Also, “it was monstrous
that a horrible aeccident might have oe-
curred on any day for four months he-
fore the inspeetors of machinery were
goaded to take action.” If the member
for Murray were Minister what action
would he have taken?

Mr. George: I would have held an in-
quiry within a week.

Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. member
was beginning to see light. On every
occasion when he had made a statement
in regard to the working of the Machin-
ery Department he had asked the Minister
to make inguiries, and the Minister had
made them and on every occasion the
eharges had been proved up to the hilt.
Take the case of the boiler which he had
referred to on a previous occasion in the
Collie district. He bad stated previously
that the boiler bad been allowed to work
in the Collie distriect at 100lbs. working
pressure for about four years before its
dimensions and other standards were
taken and when they were taken it was
found tbat the maximnm working pres-
sure of the boiler was 80lbs. If this offi-
cer was qualified to act as Chief Inspee-
tor of Machinery he ought to be qualified
to go out when an accident happened and
wake an inspection first hand, particularly
where lives were lost. The same thing
happened at Kalgoorlie. An accident oe-
curred through defective machinery. The
inspectors of mines and machinery hecame
mixed up, because the accident happened
down the mine. The men were in a cage,
and the accident was cansed through an
ineffective brake. The two inspectors,
therefore, went to make an inguiry. It
was pointed out by Mr. Montgomery that
this machinery was allowed to go on
working for four months in the same con-
ditdon as when the aecident oceurred. The
Engine-drivers’ Association, for the pro-
{ection of their members, asked that the
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matter should be inquired into. By the
courtesy of the Minister he (Mr. Scaddan)
saw the file and knew what happened.
If the Chief Inspector of Machinery
was qualified he would not remain im
Perth one day when a man had lost his
life through defective machinery, and
when one of his officers had granted a
certificate for the machinery. TFor four
months the engines were allowed to work
in exactly the same condition as when the
accident happened. Lives were at stake,
yet the Chief Inspector of Machinery did
nothing. Why did tke Chief Inspector
of Machinery require the servieces of a
technical officer in Perth to go through the
distriet reports if the chief inspector un-
derstood technieal work? How many in-
spections had the chief inspector made
since he had been in the department; how
many boilers had be inspected? He had
not been inside two boilers sinee he had
been inspector unless he had been inside
boilers since the last report was pub-
lished.  The technical officer made re-
marks on the distriet reports, and the chief
inspector went on the advice of the tech-
nical officer. 'We could not afford to -
pay an officer to approve of the remarks
of the teehnieal officer; the two men were
doing the work which one man shonld
do.

Mr. Bath: Was the technieal officer
provided for on the Estimates?

Mr. SCADDAN: Yes; as an inspee-
tor.

Mr. Bath: Then move to wipe out the
chief inspector’s salary.

Mr. SCADDAN: There was some jus-
tification for the report made by the se-
leet committee which was appointed to
inquire into the explosion at the Gwalia
mine. It was snggested that the Chief
Inspector of Machinery together with the
distriet inspector, were responsible for
that explesion. Would the member for
Murray be prepared to sign his name to
a certificate for a boiler which had been
using water on the goldfields for 12
months, stating that it was in good order
and condition the same as when the pre-
vious certificate was given?

The Minister for
long?

Mines: For how
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Mr. SCADDAN: For several months.
It went on until the bniler eventually ex-
ploded.

Mr. Heitmann :
thing Lhat stopped it.

Mr. SCADDAN: In that ecase a work-
ing inspection certificate was given on the
instructions, by wire, of the chief inspee-
tor.

Mr. George: Why get angry.

Mr. SCADDAN: One did get angry
when one found the lives of good citizens
were being lost through the inaciion of
the Machinery Department. If a single
life in the community was at stake he
wonld always be found standing up for
protection of life, notwithstanding lec-
tures from the member for Murray or the
whole of the members of the House. He
had a gennine complaint against the in-
action of the Machinery Department.
The Minister should take some action and
the Committee should compel him to do
0.

Mr. GEORGE was not trying to lecture
the member for Ivanhoe, all he was say-
ing was that a man should be given a
fair show when an accusation was made
against him. As to the ecare for human
life, he had been reproached during his
eareer for being almost too extravagent
in taking preeantions to save human life,
and when Commissioner for Railways he
had never attempted to save money and
thus endanger life. He wounld never have
forgiven hmself if one life could be laid
at his door. So far as boiler explosions
were concerned, few had had more ex-
perience of them than himself. When in
South Staffordshire, where there were no
inspectors of boilers and no inspection at
all, we had rushed out of school, masters,
ushers, boys, everyone, because they had
heard a boiler explosion. He had never
been responsible for a boiler explosion.
The member for North Fremantle could
tell members, i be so desired that he (Mr.
George) had not only made regulations
but he had put them in force to prevent
the loss of life. In the interests of fair
play, if an officer were incompetent or
lazy then give him an opportunity of
placing his side of the case forward. If
the statements made by the member for

That was the only
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Ivanhoe had been made 1o him (Mr.
George) and he had held a responsible
position he wonld not have allowed a week
to go by without having had the charges
thoronghly investigated. The Minister
had to earry his own burdens.  Still
when accusations were made against an
officer of the department the echarges
should be thoroughly investignted. He
had heard this officer attacked, and he
wanted to give him an opportunity, if
possible, to meet those who aeeused him
of incompetence, inattention, neglect and
apathy, and if the hon. member would
move that the it=m be strack out, so as
to get an inquirv into the wmatier he
would support the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Every
effort had been made to remedy the state
of affairs wbich was found to exist in
Xalgoorlie in eonnection with the brales.
As the hon. member had stated a certain
mining plant was continually working with
a defective brake, but that was the only
ease of importance where such a thing had
happened. When the inspector of mines
drew attention to these defective brakes
an officer was sent there and a most ex-
haustive examination was made with re-
gard to the whole of the winding plants
an that belt, and action was taken to see
that they were all up-to-date.

Mr. Scaddan: Who was it made by?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
inspector from the Laverton distriet.

Mr. Seaddan: Was not the matter seri-
ons enough for the ehief inspector.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
chief inspector had been there. I was
wrong for hon. members to say that the
chief inspeetor never went to the gold-
fields. A fortnight ago he was in Kal-
goorlie amongst these men. To-day he was
at Cue; in faet he was always travelling
around. If an aceident occurred af a mine
would it be said that the State Mining
Fnginser was responsible beeause by his
ahserce he allowed a certain state of af-
fairs to exist? The same thing applied to
the Chief Inspector of Machinery, Metn-
bers could rest assured that every effort
was being made by the chief inspector,
and thal most exhausiive eXaminations
were heing made with regard to the wind-
ing plants in order to secure their utmost
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efficiency. If we took the records of Aus-
tralia it would be found that there was
no State which conld show such a satis-
factory record with regard to its boilers
and its machinery department as Western
Australia; and it had to be remembered
glso that Western Australia laboured an-
der the worst of conditions. The record
of this chief inspector was that for 5%
years he was a mechanieal engineer in
New Zealand, and then for two years he
ocenpied the position of hoiler inspeector
there.

Mr, Seaddan: 1 have a statutory de-
claration to say that he was not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Sub-
sequently he was transferred to the loco.
superintendent’s office where he spent 2145
yeurs, and then he came to Western Aus-

tralia. He was under Mr. Jobson, the en-,

gineer for some time, and then was with
the laie Mr. C. Y. O’Connor who recom-
mended him as the most fitting engineer
for the position of chief inspector of
botlers.

Mr. Taylor: Was he doing engineering
work in the late Mr. O’Counor’s oifice?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He
was a draftsman in the office. The chief
inspeetor was 1n the Goldfields Water
Supply office for some time. This officer
had oeenpied his present position for some
8 or 10 years, in fael, since the hranch was
opened. No one could say that Mr. Mai-
bkews was a lazy man, and no one could
say that he was incompetent., He was a
good, intellizent, painstaking, and effi-
cient officer, and certainly made every en-
denvour to see that boiler inspections were
maost complete. In fact, he went too far
in connection with the inspection of small
plants at times, With regard to larger
plants, however. too much altention could
not be paid to them.

Mr. TAYLOR: Would the Minister in-
form the Committee whether this officer
had been classified by the Public Serviee
Commissioner at a higher salary than he
was receiving?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He
had been classified at £450 and he ap-
pealed to the Appeal Board who decided
that the oflice should carry with it a maxi-
mum salary of £6800. and a minimum of
£310,
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My, TAYLOR: Whether the officer was
cumpetent or not, one could not travel
throngh the goldfields where machinery
was used without being informed that the
officer was incompetent. ‘Whether that
was true or not conld not be said. but
Hansard would prove (hat for the last ¥
years this officer's vote on the Estimates
had been questioned, and the officer had
been nceused by hon. members of incom-
petence. A former member for Brown
Hill, the late Mr. John Reside, condemned
this officer, and the Minister, even at thal
time, defended lm. Tostead of the chief
inspeetor being more acceptable to the
people he was becoming more objection-
able and his salary had been increased
some £50 or £75 during the last five or
SiX years.

The Minister for Mines: Four years ago
his salary was inereased from £400 to
£EA).

Mr. TAYLOR: And at the present time
the position bad heen classified at £150
more. The office might be worth it, but
there was a grave doubt whether the gen-
tleman bholding the position was worth it.
Tn spite of what the Minister said that the
officer travelied through the State the
officer did not get abont as mueh as he
shonld, The general opinion however was
that it was of no use the chief inspector
travelling about. The idea seemed to he
that the more reports he read in his office
the better would he the complexion that
he would be able te put on a sitwation.
There were many, and nmong them com-
petent mine managers, who did not speak
in very high terms of this officer’s ability
to fill the position he oceupied. It was
doubitul whether the ehief inspector could
himself puass the examination that he set
eandidates in s capaecity as ehairman of
the buard of examiners. He (Mr. Taylor)
had been eredibly informed that the offi-

cer would fail if lie were subjected
to an examination. Generally speak-
ing there was room for investigation

as far as the offieer was conecerned.
The Minister was there to protect his
officers, and so it could not be said that
hon. members were abtacking an officer
behind his back. The Minister had been
defending this parlicular officer for the
past nine vears and the defence was not
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becoming any stronger, in faet there was
a noticeable weakening in that defenee.
If anyone would move to strrike out the
item he {Mr. Taylor) would support it.

Mr. JACOBY: The member for Ivan-
hoe had made direet and distinct charges
against this officer, and in justice to the
member who made the charges and to the
officer attacked it was to be hoped the
Minister would have an inquiry wmade.
The hon. member was taking eonsiderable
tisk in making these charges and he had
devlared his readiness to substanbiate
them. Tn justice to both parties the hon.
meraber should have an opporiunity of
proving his charges before an independ-
ent hoard of ingniry.

[(Mr. Taylor took the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tf the
hon. member was prepared to make de-
finite charges and put them in sueh form
that they eould be inquired into, he (the
Minister) wonld be pleased to have those
charges investignted. To his mind the
officer was not at fault. If the hon. mem-
ber was prepared to show that the officer
was incompetent he would be afforded an
-opportunity of so doing.

Mr. SCADDAN: Surely the charges
be had already laid against the Chief In-
speclor were sufficiently definite for the
Minister. If the Minister was going to
back up the chief inspecior in the matter
then he (Mr. Seaddan) would have to
lny the charge against the Minister.

Mr, Heitmann: And I will investigate
it.

Mr. SCADDAN: Tt was useless for
the Minister to talk sbout an inquiry, be-
cause all knew that he had no intention
of holding such inguiry.

The Minister for Mines: If you will
formulate the charges T will have the in-
quiry held.

Mr. SCADDAN: The charge made
had been repeated in Hensard year after
year Tor the last vine vears. What more
definite eharge could be looked for than
that made by the State Mining Engineer
when he had declared that the inspectors
of machinery had to be goaded to the
performance of their duties? To say

that for four months after the zceident .

the engine had been left in the same de-
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fective condition with the full knowledge
of the Chief Inspeetor of Machinery.
was a sufficiently serious charge for the
Minister fe inguire inte. As for the
vther matters, a previons Parliament had
appointed a select committee to inquire
into the boiler explosion at Gwalia. The
Minister had never read that reponmt.

The Minister for Mines: A board of
experis!

Mr. SCADDAN: Some of them knew
a hoiler if they did not know a Kerosene
tin. The report showed that the com-
mittee was of opinion that the explosion
had huen caused partly through the fault
of Inspector Lovegrove and partly
through the injudieious action of the
Chief Inspector of Machinery.

The Minister for Mines: [ think yon
were on that eommittee.

Mr. SCADDAN: Tt was because he
had heen on it select commitiee bhat
he knew what he was talking shout. The
report thad heen signed by Mr. Bamett,
then member for Atbany. and a staunch
supporter of the Government. and had
heen signed also bv the memher for Ger-
alton. He (Mr. Seaddan) was satisfied
that the findings of the committee were
eorvect. Rut what had the Minister
done? He had taken a recommendation
from the Chief Tnspector of Machinecry,
who had been found to be partly respon-
sihle for the explosion, and nn that re-
commendation had dismissed Inspector
T.ovegrove who thus had been made to
bear the whole of the responsibility. Did
the Minister stil! want a definite charge
to he made?

The Minister for Mines:
eving hack five years.

Mr. SCADDAN: There was no ncea-
sion for the Minister to go bhack five
vears, for he wonld find on his depart-
mental files sufficient te warrant the sus-
pension of the Chief Inspector of Ma-
chinery. or the dismissal of the State
Mining FEngineer for having made such
charges nagzainst another officer.  The
Minister was at liherty to obtain a proof
copy of his (Mr. Seaddan’s) speech from
Iansard next morning, and commence
with the inquiry; he could eall as his
first witnesses the State Mininr Fnein-

T am not
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eer and his fav Huodson. The
Minister had stated last year that not
being in a position to pit his opinion
against that of the Chief Inspector of
Muchinery he had done the next best thing
by arranging for a board of a couple nf
departmental engineers to examine inta
the work of the department and report
to him.

The Minister for Mines: That was as
te economical administration.

Mr. SCADDAN: If so that was tap-
tamount to a charge against Hensard, be-
eause it was not so shown in that report.
Departmental officers, it would seem,
were allowed to make much inore serious
eharges than those made by hon. members,
and yet the Minister had taken no aetion.
For instance, one officer had reported
that a certificate had been refused to a
winding engine notwithstanding which
that engine had been allowed to continue
working. Then, according to Mr. Hud-
son, when a ecertain aecident had hap-
pened it was found that the engine had
not a certificate. Mr. Hudson had re-
paorted that he was not satisfied that there
was not more behind this matter than
appeared. That was a charge by a de-
partmental officer which ought to have
been ingunired into. These statements
were made by departmental officers and
repeated by members. Then let the Min-
ister have an inguiry.

Ttem, Chief Inspector of Machinery,
and Chairman of Board of Examiners,
£450:

Mr, HEITMANN: Would the Minis-
ter tell members something about the
salary of this officer?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
salary was classified at £450, but Mr.
Mathews appealed to the appeal board,
and the appeal board fixed the salary at
£510 minimum and £600 maximum for
the office. The Governor-in-Couneil
eould refuse to approve of a eclassification
if it was considered too high, but had no
power to do so in case of a decision by
the appeal board. The Public Service
Commissioner had not yet dealt with the
papers.

Mr. HEITMANN: Though we shounld
pay good salaries to good officers, we
should treat all officers alike and par-
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tienlarly should swart at we botiom of
the ladder. Three years ago the Govern-
ment promised that they wounld not con-
sider any inereases over £200, and even
then the seeretary to the Colonial Sec-
retary’s Department who was veceiving
£400 got an increase to £450. The same
thing seemed to apply here.

The Minister for Mines: We are giv-
ing the minimum increases all through.

Mr. HEITMANN: The proportion of
the expenditure on the elerical] work in
this department was altogether too high.

The Minisier for Mines: Oue clerk has
been reduneed since the Estimates were
printed.

Mr. HEITMANN: The chief work of
the department was the inspection of
machinery and boilers, but there was
£1.623 to be spent on clerieal work as
against £2,263 on inspection work. There
was nothing extraordinary in the reports
from the inspectors. There was a same-
ness about them, so that they could near-
ly all be dealt with in the same way, and
the work of dealing with the reports was
about the whole of the clerical work in
the department. The tronble was that
thronghout the eivil service we were build-
ing up small departments. These, par-
ticularly in this ease, could be cut down
considerably, This departiment econld
very well be brought under the control
»f the State Mining Engineer. The chief
inspector merely deslt with reports as
they eame in and was rarely called upon
to do inspections, and was really in a
position of a supervisor. Tt was under-
stood that there was also a technical man
in the office to deal with technical mat-
ters.

. The Minister fo Mines: That is nok
correct ; he is not always in the office.

Mr. HEITMANN: How many in-
spectors were there in Perth ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Three
in the metropolitan area covering from
Ravensthorpe to Northampton. There
were also: one ab Cue, one at Mount
Morgans, and two at Kalgoorlie.

Mr. HEITMANN: The departmen$
was costing too much. He moved an
amendment—

+ . That the item be struck out.
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He moved this not with any feeling
apgainst the officer, but merely because he
believed the department was costing too
much, and that with benefit to the State
and economy it could be brought under
the control of the State Mining Engineer
who could do the work very well with the
assistance of the technical officer.

Mr. TROY supported the amendment
for the reason given hy the Minister that
the officer had been classified, and that a
higher salary was provided than was al-
ready paid. There was to be an increase
this year of £50.

The Minister for Mines : Of £60.

Mr. TROY : Against this officer there
had been eomplaints ever since he (Mr.
Troy) had been a men.ber of Parliament.
One heard frequent complaints about the
officer’s incormnpetency, and nothine better
could be done by the Minister, seeing the
officer had been classified. than to subject
him to an examination and put him to a
test to see whether he was qualified for the
position, and whether he was entitled to
the salary. - , . . . . . . . .,

+ The Minister for Mines : If charges are
formulated we will have an inquiry.

Mr. TROY : The Minister changed hia
ground every yest in regard to these
charges against this officer, and now
wanted members to lay definite charges.
The officer was for the greater portion of
his time in his office. The State Mining
Engineer was not the whole of his time
in the office, and did not accept reports
from hiz officers without being able to
criticise them. The Minister wanted
to pin members down to some definite
charge, something vital, but let the
Minister make a thorough inquiry into
the qualifications of the officer. It was
held that there was no justification for
the increase in salary hecause the officer
was not deserving of it and was not
qualified or competent. No more em-
phatic statements could be made than
had been made in Parliament during the
past four years. Let the Minister give
the officer an opportunity of submitting
himself to an examination before the in-
erease was given. Let the officer be
subjected to the same tests as the sub-
ordinates were subjected to.

- [ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier : I would not like to go
up for & surveyor's examination now.

Mr. TROY : The Premier was not &
surveyor now. The Chief Inspector of
Machinery, however, had been in touch
with his work all through, and should be
& better man to-day because of the ex-
perience gained. If the officer were not
qualified to pass the test he was by no
means fitted to criticise his subordinates’
reports or to superintend their actions.

Mr. W. PRICE : Thongh not in Parlia-
ment long, he had heard previously
accusations made against this officer's
alleged incompetency. It was a mons
trous position for the Minister to take up
to ask members, immediately they start-
ed to criticise an officer, to lay definite
charges, That was decidedly unfair,
and there must be something wrong and
some cause for the controversy which had
waged around that officer year after yoar.
Why should the Chief Inspector of Mach-
inery be selected out of all the officers
of the department for this adverse criti-
cism if there were not some good and just
cause for it 7 A definite charge had been
made against him by another depart-
mental officer holding a higher position
namely, the State Mining Engineer, and
surely thaet was sufficient for the Minister
to act upon. The position the Minister
took up indicated it was no good members
attempting to criticise any officer as their
remarks would not receive consideration,
Members should show their disapproba-
tion of the stand taken by the Minister
by wiping out the item.

Amendment put and negatived.

Ttem, Tnspectors (8), £2,263 :

Mr. SCADDAN: During 1908 the
number of boilers in the South-West was
1,404, and on the East Coolgardie field
952. There were four inspectors in Perth
to look after the boilers in the South-
West. Ro that each one had to look after
351, whereas on the fields, with two
inspectors, each had to look after 478,
Tf there were only three inspectors for the
South-West the average would be about
the same as on the fields. That proved
conclusively that the time of one in-
spector in Perth was taken up in office
work, and that he was merely what had
been described as a technicsl officer.
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There should be no need for such a posi-
tion while the chief inspector was in
Perth.

» The MINISTER FOR MINES: If it
were found that the second officer was
being kept in the department for tech.
nical work only he would make a charge
and see that the officer did outside work,
One officer of the department had been
recently handed over to the Harbours
Department, and worked at Fremantle.

¢+ Vote put and passed.

+ Vote—Mines Water Supply, £16,681:

+ Item, Engineer-in.Charge, £550 :

. Mr. BATH : On the appointment of
this officer & promise was made that if his
work was satisfactory he would receive a
minimum salary of £600. Evidently his
work had been satisfactory, for the
Minister had spoken in high terms of the
officer each year.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
officer had been in the department for a
long time, and there was no other man in
the department so desirous of getting 20s.
in the pound for his work. Mr. O'Brien
was a particularly good man and well
fitted for the position. So far as the
agreement was concerned, he had no
knowledge of any promise having been
made to Mr. O’Brien that if his work were
satisfactory he would get & salary of
£600. The question of that officer’s
salary had not been brought before him
lately.

Mr. BATH : The officer was first en-
goaged in 1903, on the understanding that
i within three months his work was
favourably reported on he would receive
a salary of £600. His work undoubted-
ly had been favourable and the promise
should be fulfilled. Had the officer been
classified by the Public Service Commis-
sioner ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : There
had been no question raised as to Mr.
O'Brien's salary, but he would make
inquiries and advise the member the
following day.

Mr. GEORGE : There was an item of
£150 in the vote in connection with
minimum increases. As there were only
five officers in the department as shown
by the Estimates that £150 would
doubtless be split up among them.
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The Minister for Mines: There were
other officers in the department who
were brought under the loan votes.

Mr. BATH: The Public Service
Commissioner had classified the position
at £600. The Minister had said he was
unaware of any promise so he (Mr Bath)
would take the opportunity by way of
question to find out whether such a
promise was made. If it had been
made it should be carried out.

Mr. GEORGE : The officers to whom
the £150 must apply were the engineer
in Charge, three clerks, and & draftsman.
Was the sum of £50 to bring the chief
engineer up to his classification included
in that amount? Another deduction
to be shown was that this was the only
division in which the amount of the
minimum increases was so absolutely out
of proportion to the number of officers
to be paid. It either showed that they
had been scendalously underpsid before
or their merits had only recently been
disclosed. .

‘The Minister for Mines ;: There was no
increase provided for the engineer in
charge although the salaries of the
other officers had been increased to the
minimumy

Mr. GEORGE : Where are the salaries
shown ?

The Minister for Mines: On the
Loan Estimates. N .
Mr. GEORGE: That was hardly

the proper place for them.

Mr. HUDSON : Was it the intention
of the Government to abolish this depart-
ment and place it under the control
of the Goldfields Water Supply Depart-
ment, or was it intended to emalgamate
the two, or to sabolish the Goldfields
Water Supply Department and place
it under the Mines Water Supply De-
partment ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : That
phase of the matter had not been dealt
with. The question of amalgamation
of departments was being considered.
The Public Service Commissioner and his
assistant was dealing with the matter
and it was expected that they would
submit & recommendation to the Govern-
ment.
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Mr. HUDSON: Was it understood
that the abolition was to he left to
the Commissioner ¥ Was it the policy
of the department or the policy of the
Government to abolish one or the other
of the departments, and the one to be
abolished to be administered by the
one which remained ?

The Minister for Mines: The question
of absorption has not been decided.

Mr. HUDSON: Would the Minister
give an indication of what the policy
of the Government was with regard to
it. Perhaps the Premier might make
an explanation.

The PREMIER : The guestion as to
whether it would be advisable to place
the Goldfields Water Supply and the
Mines Water Supply under one adminis-
tration was one on which the Minister
for Mines held fairly strong views. Cer-
tainly. an amalgamation could, with

advantage, be brought about, but as had

been stated the whole question whether
it would he effected within the next
month or two had not been determined.
There was not the same necessity now
for the number of executive officers as
there was some years ago. The Mines
Water Supply Department, at the present
time, was not of the dimensions that
it was previously, and possibly an amal-
gamation could be affected with one of
the officers at present in charge to
contro]l the whole scheme.

[Mr. Daglish resumed the Chair.]

Mr. ANGWIN: Had consideration
been given to the advisableness of placing
sll the water supplies under the control
of one department ?

The PREMIER: The matter had
been given consideration but the Metro-
politan Water Supply could not be
included. That was separate and dis-
tinct.

Mr. TROY : While the department
had done a great desal in the past there
were localities to-day which were badly
in need of water supplies. There were
roads which had to be traversed in
summer and on which wells ought to
be sunk, It would be s wise policy if the
department would place a certain sum
of money in the hands of the roads
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boards and so enable them to provide
water supplies wherever they were re-
quired. Roads boards would be able to
provide a supply better then the depart-
ment could do it. The work would
be decentralised and there would be no
necessity for keeping administrative heads
and engineers as at present. He belioved
it would be in the best interests of the
department if the suggestion were acted
upon, while it would give greater satis-
faction to the people outback. Since
provision for water had not been made
on certain well- known roads in his elector-
ate, he had to bring the matter forward
to-night. Until recently he hed no
occasion for compliant of the attitude
of the department in providing wells
in his electorate. Generally speaking,
good work had been done. There was.
a splendid supply of water on the Mt.
Magnet-Black Range road than which
there was no better equipped road in
the State. And even when the railway
should be through, the Government
would not lose on those wells, for they
would be able to rent them to the
pastoralists.

The Premier: Provision would have
to be made for right of access for the
travelling public.

Mr. TRCY: That could be easily
arranged. He desired that provision
should be made for a water supply in the
Yousnme locality, a rising field of some
tmportance. Whilst the population at
Youanme was growing and would continue
to grow, no increase was being made in
the water supply. It was most un-
desirable that & community as large as
that of Youanme should have to depend
upon one small bore for its water supply.
The department should provide an effici-
ent water supply. .

The Minister for Mines : It is a question
for the Loan Estimates; we haveIno
items of the sort here, B

Mr. TROY: Whether it had to do with
the Loan Estimates, or with the vote under
discussion, he intended to keep on until
something was done in the matter. -

Mr. Monger : Oh, keep on. \

The CHATRMAN: Order! \

Mr. TROY: Nobody c¢ould be sur-
prised at the member for York, who was.
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not himself to-night ; indeed, he seldom
was himself recently.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon, member
must not discuss the member for York.

Mr. Monger: 1 would like to ask the
hon. member— —

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member is
out of order ; the rmember for Mount
Magnet may proceed.

Mr. TROY : The wells on the road to
Youanme were by no means sufficient for
the traffic on the road. The stages were
altogether too long for teams in summer,
and when the railway was completed to
Black Range there would be considerable
quantities of machinery carted down the
Youanme road. A water supply ought
to be provided before any serious incon-
venience was felt.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : There
were no items in this vote for providing
water supplies ; it was a matter for the
Loen Estimates. The hon. member
knew that he had been well treated in the
past, and he could rest assured that every-
thing would be done which the depart-
ment considered fair and equiteble.

Mr. TROY : How did the Minister
view the proposition of placing a certain
sum of money in the hands of the roads
boards, and leaving it to the roads boards
to do this work themselves ?

The CHATRMAN : It would be better
if the hon. member brought this up when
dealing with the Loan Estimates ?

Item, Minimum increases, £150:

Mr. GEORGE: It was understood
from the Minister that the minimum in-
creases did not refer to any officers on
these Iistimates, but referred solely to
those on the Loan Estimates.

The MINISTER FOER MINES : There
were four officers who were doing loan
work, and whaose salaries were paid out of
loan funds. These officers were entitled
to minimum increases, but the Secretary
for Mines, in order to provide that their
increases would be paid, had provided for
increases out of revenue.

Mr. GEORGE : That was manifestly
wrong. Members were led to form the
impression that the minimum increases
referred to officers whose salaries they
had the opportunity of discussing, but
now it was found that there was only one
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officer in the Mines Water Supply Branch
who waa receiving portion of this £150.
The balance was to go to four other
officers whe did not come under the
notice of members except for the infor-
mation given by the Minister. Revenue
Estimates could only contain money for
services paid for out of revenue, and this
innovation of dealing with loan money
on the Revenue Estimates was repug-
nant to straightforward business. Were
there any other minimum increases in
the same way through the Estimates ?

The Minister for Mines: Not in my
Estimates.

Mr. GEORGE : It was a shock to find
this item did not apply to Revenue salaries,
We were asked for money in a way it
should not be asked for, He therefore
moved an amendment—

That the item be reduced by £125.
Of course the Minister would naturslly
look after his men on the Loan Estimates.
He moved this as & protest against mix-
ing up Loan listimates and Revenue
Estimates.

The PREMIER : This provision had
been inadvertently made on the Revenue
Estimates. The member for Ivanhoe
had asked to whom the increases applied
and at considerable trouble a statement
was prepared showing the whole of the
officers concerned in the minimmum in-
creases items throughout the Estimates.
Ii the amendment were carried it would
perhape necessitate reprinting the Loan
Estimates. Of couwrse that was ims.
material, but having put up his protest
the hon. member might withdraw the
amendment.

Mr. GEORGE : The salaries were not
given in detail on the Loan Estirnates.
There was & lump sum on which Ministers
could draw, so there were no insuperable
difficulties about putting the matter
right. There was no charge against the
Minister of having done anything wrong,
but something hiad been done wrong.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member should withdraw the amend-
ment. The heads of the departinents
were asked to give a list of those receiving
leas than their classified salaries. These
iterns had come into the Estimates with-
out his (the Minister’s) knowledge. One
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of the officers concerned was the engineer
st Coolgardie who had contracted in-
fluenza and had been seriously ill for
months past.

Mr. GEORGE : As there were other
employees engaged on loan works it was
probable that elsewhere on the Estimates
these increases appeared wrongly. He had
no desire to prevent anyoune from getting
his increase, but it should be cobtained in
a legitimate way.

Amendment put and negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Mining School, £4,630 :

Mr. BATH: Had any attempt been
made to keep a record of those who had
gone through the school, obtained certi-
ficates, and acquired positions ? All these
records were kept in New Zesland, and it
would be wise to adopt the same principle
here. The information would be most
interesting as it would show the result of
the work of the school and the positions
the men who had gone through it attain-
ed. '

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
suggestion waa an excellent one, and he
would ask the director to see that such
a record was kept in future. The per-
formances of those who had gone through
the schoot were excellent, and they should
be kept.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—State Balteries, £83,596—
agreed to.

Progress reported.

BILL—REGISTRATION OF DEEDS,
ETC.

Received from the Legislative Council
and read a first time.

House adjourned at /1.7 p.m.
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QUESTION—LOCAL COURTS, KAN-
OWNA ELECTORATE.

Mr. WALKFR asked the Minister for
Mines: 1. Has his attention been drawn
to the following paragraph appearing in
the Kalgoorlie Miner?—"Economy in Ad-
minisiration.—Departmental hsads, as:
well as the Public Service Commissioner,
Mr. Jull, have under eonsideration the-
qguestion of closing the local eourts, war--
dens' courts, and offices pertaining to
them at an early date at Kanowna, Broad’
Arrow. Davyhurst, Kookynie, and Mor--
eans.  The business of these eourts will,
it is proposed. he transacted at Kalgoor-
lie iu the case of KWanuwna and Broad
Arrow. at Menzies in the ease of Davy-
horst and Kookynie, and at Laverton in
the case of Morgans. If the local and
wardens’ eourts be abolished at the places
indicated. provision will be made for
deputy eppointees there to receive appli-
cations in respect of mining tenements..
Dependenee will be placed on the serviees:
of local justices of the peace to try
offenders for venal breaches of the law,
and upon deputies to take the papers for
the registration of births, marriages, and
deaths to be forwarded to the chief
centre of each distriet. When the Public:



